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NARRATIVE HISTORY FOR 500TH A F A BATTALION {ﬂ/ g# @
1l November - 30 November 1944

30 November 1944

il H1 9

in the Buropean Theater in the vicinity of Marseille, France,

to an assembly area North of Epinal in the vicinity of Portieux
la~Verrerie., This move was accomplished by driving the wheeled
vehicles overland and taking the rest by train. After a per-

iod devoted to supply and organization, 500th AFA Bn. moved ‘i .

The 500th AFA Bn. moved from its first bivouac area (E?
o

=

{

S

up with other elements of CCA, 14th Armored Division, to be-
come part of the 7th Army in the Northeast of France.

The mission assigned to CCA, 1l4th Armored Diyision gn@
other units of 7th Army was to assault the enemy in fortified
positions in the Vosges lMountains' and establish a break-
through. The tank and infantry elements of CCA with the sup-
porting fires of the 500th AFA Bn. were succegsful in their
effort in the areas assigned to them. Operation in such
mountainous country for an armored unit was ext?emely difficult
due to the few roads, wooded slopes, narrow defiles, and sodden
ground,

The 500th AFA Bn., though: being road bound for the most
part of the early phasé did %uéceed in occupy?ng positions
from which to support the advance. This was 1in the vicin#ty
of St. Quirin - Grandfontaine. The enemy seized every R
tunity to slow the advance by clogzing the roads and blfc-l?%
the passes. Road blocks were encountered at V4950085, g cinlty
V560920, V585931, V582890 and proved tO be very effective.

i 1i0d by infantry and mortar
T¥sse Ve i ol defena:d ig the mountains, since

Tire, Little artil: was encounter

the enemy couldrggi;eigon his mortars zeroed on %is r§§§r31§°ks
to impede clearance., The enemy withdrew ap?arent Yoﬁﬂ The%e
to plan leaving numerous snipers to harrass our Eotggﬁ e
Snipers were effective in claiming seversl cartan e
manders., TUpon the ultimate breakthrough, Ourd POOE Wk
upon the flat of the Alsatian plain ?nd our a za?g pe

rapidly until the tanks were halted in thervic n '? ol A
Goxwiller. Tn the town of Niedernal, the 500th AFA o6
igto position on an exposed flank frgmig?iggr§e S%gpg2pilsede
adv 2 i L

_‘_gnce to the South o e af gertwiller. The enemy

d the towns on our route of

Y3blocks by placing 88 AT guns
Yive in stopping our tanks ?
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NARRATIVE HISTCRY FOR 500TH AFA BN, (CONTINUED)

ie

harassing fire on suspected artillery positions, possible
observation posts, and cross roads, Enemy artillery was

on the whole ineffective., Enemy batteries were observed

at V805730, V569590, V579916, and at V581915. This battal-
ion was instrumental in silencing thess positions without
help from Corps Artillery. Snipers were enc untered in towns
as we advanced and were liquidated.

on the 29th of lovember 1944, the 500th AFA Bn. moved
from the vicinity of Wiedernai and the date of this report
finds the battalion in position in Gertwiller firing South.

Tgere were a total of 13 prisoners captured and approximately
%ggﬁarounds of ammunition fired during this Ri;iod.
el L

HOWARD T. GRABER, JR
1st Lt., FA
Historian

Tredl.,

Chronological calendar of events.
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Waps: TFrance Tuneville-Epinal Scale 1:100,000 Sheet 15G Ltr V.
France Strasbourg

November 1
November 2
November 5
November 4
November 5
November 6
Novémber 44

November 8

Wovember 9

DECLASSIFIED ' |
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Scale 1:100,000 Sheet W2

In Bivouac Area vicinity of ILa lalle, 2 Kilometers
North of Septemes, 15 Kilometers North of
Marseille.

Tn Bivouac Area vicinity of La lialle, 2 Kilometers
North of Septemes, 15 Kilometers North of,
Marseille,

In Bivouasc Area vicinity La lalle, 2 Kilometers
North of Septemes, 15 Kilometers North of
Marseille.

In Bivouac Area viecinity of La Malle, 2 Kilometers
North of Septemes, 15 Kilometers North of
Marseille,

Tn Bivouac Area vicinity of La Malle, 2 Kilometers
North of Septemes, 15 Kilometers North of
Marseille.

In Bivouac Area vicinity of La Malle, 2 Kilometers
North of Septemes, 15 Kilometers North of
Marseille.

In Blvouac Area vicinity of La lalle, 2 Kilometers
North of Septemes, 15 Kilometers North of
Marseille.

First train section consisting of the following
left Septemes at 1430 on 8 November 1944, MNMajor
Murtha in charge:

12 Half Tracks

12 M-10 Trailers

5 M-4 Tanks

5 Box Cars

112 Enlisted Wen

9 Qfficers

Second train section consisting of the following
left Septemes at 1215 on 9 November 1944, Captain
Rice in charge:

14 Half Tracks

18 1-10 Trailers

8 Box (Cars

140 Enlisted len

7 Qfficers

ol
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November 10 Convoy of vehicles left Bivouac Area at 0700
consisting of all wheeled vehicles. Lt. Col.
Swanson in charge of March Serial., Major
Lanigan in charge of lst March Unit. Capt.
Adams in charge of 2d March Unit.

November 11 Remainder of Battalion consisting of 18 M-7s
and 2 Recovery Vehicles with drivers and assist-
ant drivers remained in Bivouac Area in charge
of Capt. Alexsnder. MNr. Weis and a maintenance
detail were assigned to accompany the full track
vehicles.,

November 12 First train section arrived at Chatel (V9955692)
about 1530 detrained vehicles and proceeded to
Battalion Bivouac at V982762 vicinity of
Portieux-La-Verririe,
llotor convoy arrived at Chatel.

November 13 Second train section arrived at Chatel about
1100 proceeded to Battalion Bivouac Area.

November 14 It. Col. Swanson, Capts. Thompson, Rice, Newman,
Adams, and Lieutenant Jahnke, left blvouac area
to visit Artillery positions of the 95 AFA Bn.
vicinity of Belmont-Sur-Buttant (v274583).

November 15 Majors Murtha, Lanigan and Lieutenants Cobb,
Novacek, and Parvin left Bivouac Area to visit
Artillery positions of the 93 AFA Bn. vicinity
of LaChapelle (V303554).

November 16 Battalion Staff, one officer per battery and
NCO car commanders attended a small task force -
demonstration vicinity of Portieux (V965731).

November 17 9 l-7s arrived at Bivouac Area.

November 18 TLt. Col., Swanson and lMajor Lanigan visited CP
of 69 AFA Bn. vlcinity of Raon-L'Etape
(V331798) .
9 M-7s arrived Bivouac Area., All present.
Red alert sounded at 1730 in Bivouac Area.
Al]l clear sounded at 2310 in Bivouac Area.

November 20 Attached to VI Corps today. Battalion moved
from Bivouac Area, Portieux-La-Verrerie, 0705 -
Arrived Assembly Area vicinity Ste. Helene, 0950,
Distance traveled - 20 miles, Battalion moved
from Assembly Area, Ste. Helene, 1730, and reached
outskirts T.a Salle, 2230, Distance traveled =

12 Miles. Weather - rain; road - muddy.

o & B
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November

November

25

24

25

26

November 27
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After remaining on road all night. Battalion
moved into position Northeast of La Salle -
no firing,

Battalion moved from position, vicinity of

La Salle, 1530 and marched to vicinity Blamont
srriving 2400. Distance marched - 31 miles,
Weather - rain; road - muddy.

Battalion moved from vicinity of Blamont, 0800,
and arrived vicinity of Fremonville, 1300,
Distance marched - 14 miles. Weather - rain;
road - muddy.

Battalion marched from vicinity of Fremonville,
0915, to vicinity of Lafrimbolle, 1145, Distance
marched - 7 miles. Weather - rain; road - muddy.
"B" Battery attached to 48th Tank Battalionj
closed in position at 1630 at V5350005,

"AM Battery attached to 62d AIB; closed in posi-
tion at 1700, coordinate V475013,

Battalion (-) moved from vicinity of Lafrimbolle,
1220, and arrived at St. Quirin, 1530. Distance
marched - 3.6 miles. Weather - rain; road - muddy.
"AM" Battery released from 62d AIB and returned %o
Battalion control, 1015.

“g" Battery attached to 62d AIB; closed in posi-
tion, 1500, at: V529965. :

"A" Battery attached to 48th Tank Battalion at
1630; closed in position at V562972,

"B" Battery fired 17 missions (210 rounds) - 6
missions counter battery, 1 enemy mortar, 1
smoke, 9 interdiction. All missions belleved
effective.

St. Quirin.

Battalion departed St. Quirin, 0510, marched
approximately 17 miles. Halted 1000 at V579916,
Weather - snow; road - muddy. "C" Btry, 3 prisoners.

Battalion moved from V579916, 0710, and marched
to Niedernal and occupied position at V8358838,
map - Strasbourg, arriving at 12530. Distance

29 miles.
Pirst KIA - lst Sgt. Paul B. Green, Headquarters

Battery.
Enemy artillery shelled Niedernai from 1500 -

1520,
Battalion fired scheduled fires at Gertwlller

throughout the night.
Vedical Detachment, 2 prisoners

x B &




November 28

November 29

November 30

Authoritt)\f ﬁsglge% 35“‘7 '

CCA requests artillery support for Bast column
on road South of Obernai at 0205,

Battalion fired 20 missions; 2 counter battery,
60 observed, 4 unobserved, 1 AT gun, 7 enemy
infantry, enemy counterattack repulsed at 0945,

Battalion departed from Niedernai, 1645, and
marched to position in vicinity of Gertwiller
arriving, 1730, Distance traveled - 4 miles.
Battalion fired 44 missions for day - 40 harrassing,
2 preparations, 2 MG positions.

Gertwiller, V805791. Battalion fired 27 missions
- 5 counterbattery, 1 Division C.P., 4 Automatic
Weapons, and 17 harrassing.-

Headquarters Battery captured 4 prisoners.

"C" Battery captured 4 prisoners.
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S-2 Intelligence Summary of Operations from 1 November through
30 November 1944, '

During the period 1-30 Nov. the Battalion was in action from 20 Nov.
to 30 Nov. inclusive,

I. Enemy Troops: General
A, Prisoners of War taken indicated that the morale of the enemy

opposing us was very low. PW's talked freely of fortifications
etc. and were definitely second and third grade soldiers. Nany
were soldiers from conquered countries forced to serve in the

; German army and surrendered when the opportunity presented

i itself. They were generally poorly equipped and clothed and

’ their morale was very low.

IT.Action in the Vosges Mountains. :
! ; A, Very mountainous and difficult for tank operatibons. Due to
bad weather and rugged terrain tanks were confined to roads,
B, Obstacles
1. Pighting was confined to roads through the passes in the
Vosges lits. and afforded the enemy ample opportunity to
build extensive fortifications t6 block these passes.
Road blocks were encountered at V495008, vicinity V5699,
V585931, V582890, and were very effective.in slowing the
advance of our troops. These road blocks were lightly
defended by infantry and mortar fire.
C. Artillery d
l. No artillery was encountered in the mountains. The enemy
zeroed mortar fire on their road blocks and were very
effective in slowing the clearihg of the block by our troops.,
D. Snipers :
1. Numerous snipers were left along the route of advance and
E were very effective in knocking out c&r and tank commanders,
These snipers usually surrendered when cornsred.
E. Stréng Points
1., The enemy fought a definite delaying &ction at numsrous
strong points along the route of advance which could not be
bypasgéd, These defenses showed prior planndng and preparat-
ion and had they been properly manned would have made the
passes through the Vosges practically impassable.

Do
»

ITI.Action in the Rhine Valley
A. Terrain
1. Terrain flat, crossed by numerous streams, Road net very
good with numerous towns at main crossroads. Due to inclement
weather, heavy vehicles were road bound in their area,
B, Obstzcles
l. Ths enemy orgénized his defenses in 2nd sround the towns on
our route of advance at Fertwiller and Barr Roadblocks at
blind corners coversd by 88mm AT guns were sffective in stop-
inz our tanks from entering the towns,
C. Artillery
l, The en

and 883

my used what appeered to be one and two gun 105mm
S s B R 1 de. Dk et
n gun battzrlies in their ¢ofanse. Thelir flrz was

2 5

‘1*



DECLASSIFIED
Authority ﬁ(s\)D ASS)

=

mostly harassing fire on suspected Artillery positions,

posgible observation posts, and cross-roads. * Enemy

artillery was on the whole ineffsctive. Ensmy batieries

at VB05730, V56959005, V579916, and at V881915,

Those reported were silenced by this Battalion or by Corps

Artillery on request. ' :

Snipers

l. There were numerous snipers left in the 'towns, slowing
our mopping up operations considerably. Our artillery
fire had some effect in neutrelizing these individuals.

Strong points. Confine :

l. Realizing that we were still ¢ the road the ensmy
employed similar tectics in the valley in organizing
his defenses. Road blocks channelized our troops into
antitank traps at strong points and made our progress
exceedingly tedious.,

N
Ve |
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&&AﬁES J. COBB '
1st Lt FA ;
S=-2 '
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S=3 SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS FROM 1 NOV THROUGH 30 NOV 1944

I. Dhring the period 1-30 Nov the Battalion was in action from Nov 20
to Hov 30 inclusive,

1, A total of sixty missions were fired dn targets as indicated

below:

Target Number of Missions QObserved TUnobserved
Counterbatteyy 3l 2 9
Machine Guns or
Automatic Weapomns 6 6
Mortars 1 i
Infantry 16 1614 5]
Interdiction 12 12
Harrasing 12 e
CePoe 1 i
AT Gun i 5 |

II, Effect of PFires.

l. Counterbattery Missions - All Enemy Batterys brought under
our fire ceased Tiring on our troops. - Inspection of three areas after
our troops pushed on showed definite evidence of hasty withdrawsl. On one
obzerved mission sn explosion indicated a hit on some amnunition,

2 Machine Gunse Effect as desired, Eneny fled and ceased
firing; number of casualties unknown.

%. DMortars - This one mission silenced heavy mortar fire on
our troops.

4, Infantry - Fire very effectlve. Fifty dead Germans were
reported in one house adbne after our shells set at delay fuze penetrated

to the ground floor before detonating. One local counter-attack by ey.
infantry at Gertweiler was repulsed with good effect by two time fire

missions.

5, Interdiction and Harrassing Missions. These migsions were
conducted end 1s I8 believed That they accomplished the desired result of
causing the enemy difficulty in his night withdrawals at Shérmeck and

Gertweiller,

6., Defensive Fires - Defensive fires were computed to cover

our Infantry and Tanks whenever they took up & position to hold for the
night. None were fired as the enemy did not attack, It is highly re-
commended that more attention be paid these fires by the Infantry and Tank
Bn. Commanders so that they can be prepared as early in the day as possible,
On two occasions an enemy counterattack at 2000 would have found us with neo
prepared fires due to delays in getting®the artillery <the information

concerning our positionsand desired barrages, etc,
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III. Observation, Observation was very difficult dwrigg the first
phase of the operation in the mountains near Grandfontaine, Heavy fog
and 1limited terrestrial observation made it defficult to support the
action in an adequate manner.

IV. Gun Positions. Gun positions were at 2 premium in the areadue
to poor footing for our heavy weapons and a lack of any position at all
in some of the mountain passes. Flash defilade is highly important bwut
must be forgone on occaslons due to the presence of soO mich artillery in
our areas.

v. Communications. Radio communication was very poor in kk the
mountainspbat good in the Rhine Valley. Ware is to be much preferred be-
cause of comparative security and dependability.

VI. Ammunition Expenditure -

2281 Rounds.,

i?f f@ ;’X
%ﬁ N

OBERT EZPI%’&/&N“
Ma jor, FA
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The 500th AFA Bn. continued on i%s mission in the Alsa-
tian Plain moving South from Gertwiller to Epfig, Alsace, and &
was attached to 36th Inf, Div. Arty. On 2 December 1944, the . |
Battalion was attached to 17th FA Group, with the mission of [
re-enforcing fires of 928th FA Bn, The advance continued with <\
our Fire Direction Center and firing batteries moving to viein- >
ity Eberscheim, Alsace, the next day. The Battalion was drawn
back to Epfig, the same day, from its point into the enemy :
front lines, and returned to CCA, 14th Armored Division, con- \\;:

trol, That night, CCA, 14th Armored Division, went into divi- \\\ |

sion reserve, and moved to vicinity of Hochfelden--the Battal-
ion going to Geiswiller for reorganization and maintenance.
"c" Battery was detached from Rattalion control, and sent on ";:Q
mission to support a small task force in 1ts attack of enemy \\\\
infantry positions in the vicinity of Gambsheim, Alsace, in \
close proximity to the Rhine River. .

With CCA, l4th Armored Division, going into reserve, the
Battalion ended its first combat. The campaign that took us
through the Vosges Mountains and the Alsatian Plain was over
for us, We had accomplished our mission as artillery.

Our next orders placed us under the command of 103rd In-
fantry Division Artillery to re-enforce the fires of the 928th
FA Bn., andthe Battalilon left for the Northern front of the
7th Army in the vicinity of VMietesheim, Alsace. Here the town
where our C.P. was located was straffed by what appeared to be
two P-47s that the Germans had captured and were using against
our troops. They were driven of f by our antiaircraft defenses
without causing any casualties. The Battalion was then placed
under 14th Armored Division Artillery control and supported the §&
attack of CCA, 14th Armored Division, from Surbourg to Ober- [N
Ootterbach, Our fires could reach into Germany and the 31egfried£¥J
Iine from our positions at Wissembourg, Alsace., Our fires 3
proved very offective against the enemy mortar and infantry po- ﬁ?

sitions, X

~0N

x>

On 22 December 1944, the Battalion was pulled back from
Wissembourg and placed under the command of CCR, l4th Armored
Division, and moved into Lorraine where it went into position,
after several jumps, around Baerenthal, Lorraine, Here our guns,\gg
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NARRATIVE HISTORY FOR S500TH AFA BN. (CONTINUED)
1 December - 31 December 1944

could reach the town and fortifications of Bitche, an anchor

of the Maginot Line, Again our fires were effective on en-

emy infantry and other elements when caught in the open. We
fired many fective missions on such targets here and accounted
for many G an casualties--the exact figure 1is not known,

‘The end of December found the Battalion still in Baerenthal,
Lorraine, The terrain had changed from the flat Alsatian Plain

.to the hilly wooded forests of Bitche. The type of target had

changed from the enemy on the run or defending towns to a
strongly defended and fortified position. Increasing enemy
activity in our sector indicates that a strong counter-attack

against our positions 1is imminent.
W)
GRABER,

HOWARD T.
1lst Lt., FA
Historian

Incl,

Chronological calendar of events.
Roster of Key Personnel,

List of Promotions (EM).

S=2 Intelligence Summary.

3=3 Report.
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CHRONOLOGICAL CALENDAR A"
1 December - 31 December 1944 A1 O

Maps: France, Strasbourg Scale 1:100,000 Sheet W2
France, Haguenau Scale 1:50,000
France, Wissembourg Scale 1:25,000 Sheet 56

December 1

December 2

December 3

December 4

December 5

December 6

Battalion departed Gertwiller, 1240, arrived and
went into position Epfig, V798733, 1450, Distance
marched 4 miles, No casualties. Headquarters Bat-
tery captured 1 prisoner--1800. No missions fired.

Battalion remained in position, Epfig, V798733.
No missions fired., "A" Battery captured two pris-
oners, No casualties. Battalion detached from
CCA, l4th Armored Division, attached 36th Infantry
Division Artillery. Battalion detached from 36th

Infantry Division Artillery, attached 17th FA
Group, with mission to re-enforce fires of 928th

FA Bn. In. 0. to 928th FA Bn. C.P., Epfig, 1630,

-2, §-3, In. 0., working with 928th FA, FDC, Ober-
scheim,

man " Mphn. and "G" Batteries displaced from Epfig

to position vieinity Eberscheim, V805680, at 0800,
Ad justed Battalion on Base Point with Liaison plane.
Battalion detached from 17th FA Group, attached

to CCA, 1l4th Armored Division, 1500, and moved to
the vicinity of Epfig.

Battalion (including trains) departed from Epfig,
1900, for Geiswiller.

Battalion closed in Geiswiller, Alsace, France,-
0330, 0828211, Distance marched 38 miles. No cas-
ualties., Battalion carrying out reorganization

and meintenance, Gleswiller.

cieswiller. Reorganization and maintenance. "A"
Battery captured German soldier in civilian clothes.
Otherwise no contact with enemy.

"o® Battery attached to 94th Ren. Sq. at 1600 and
departed from Gelswiller at same time, as part of

a task force consisting of a small unit of Infantry,
Reconnaissance, and one battery of Field Artillery,
for Weyersheim where the battery went into defensive
position, Battalion (-) continued after-action

maintenance, Gelswiller.
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CHRONOLOGICAL CATENDAR (CONTINUED)

December 7

December 8

sk

December 9

December 10

December 11

1 December - 31 December 1944

Geiswiller, Alsace, France. ngt" Battery departed
position at Weyersheim, 0730, and marched to
Wentzenau (R0O65065) where the battery went into
position in the town, 0830. Enemy infantry supplied
excellant targets in Gambsheim and vicinity
(R110105), Battery fired approximately 600, rounds.
Two enemy planes (Mg-109) flew over and streFred
battery position--their object was to draw fire,

for when the attached AAA and machine gunners opened
fire, a battery of enemy artillery (88mm) shelled
the battery position a few minutes later from

across the Rhine River--less than 2500 yards away.
Battery moved position to the other side of town.

A few scattered rounds fell here, and one wounded
Pfc Lloyd Mello in the 1eft chest, SWA, SFW.

Col, Swanson departed for 14th Armored Division
Artillery and Reconnalssance of front in the vi-
cinity of Mietesheim, Q930310, 0800. Returned,

1445,
s-2, §-3, Bn., RO and Survey gection, and "A" Battery

departed from Geiswiller, 1600, and went into po-
sition--CP in Mietesheim, Q932310, npAt" Battery at
Engwiller, Q910314. Battalion re-enforcing fires
of 928th FA Bn.--attached %o 103rd Infantry Divi-
sion Artillery Command.

ngn Battery released from attached 94th Ren Sg. and
arrived at Geiswiller, 1900.

Battalion Headgquarters Section departed from
Geiswiller, 1130, arrived at Mietesheim, Q932310,

at 1300.
WR" and "o Batteries departed from Geiswiller,

1430, arrived vicinity of Engwiller, Q910314, at
1700, Distance traveled--about 12 miles, Road~=-

muddy. Weather--rain,

VMietesheim, Alsace, France.
"A" Battery at Q591.268-251,200
"p" Battery at Q591,125-231, 241

tat Battery at Q591,400-230,968

Headquarters Forward C.P. section and firing bat-
teries departed from Vietesheim, 1030, and closed
in vicinity of Griesbach, Q960320 at 1300,
Headquarters Rear C.P. and Service Battery re-

mained in Mietesheim.

« i =
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December
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CHRONOLOGICAL CALENDAR (CONTINUED)

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

1l December - 31 December 1944

(continued) Battalion Maintenance moved from
Ettendorf, 0887237, 1000, and arrived at Mietesheim
at 1500,

Mietesheim straffed by two enemy planes at approx-
imately 1330, Enemy driven off--no casualties.

Battalion (-) remained in Mietesheim, Firing
Batteries--no change.,

Battalion assembled by joining firing batteries at
cross roads 1/2 mile South of Hinterfeld (RO12316)
after leaving lMietesheim, 0430, and arrived Surbourg,
1610, Distance marched--16 miles. Co-ordinates

new location--R084%45, Weather--cloudy. Roads--
muddy, Co-ordinates "A" Battery ROS8346, "B"
Battery RO86343, "C" Battery R083535.

Battalion sttached to Division Artillery Command,
14th Armored Division.

Battalion left Surbourg, 1215, and arrived at
Schoenenbourg, R130380, at 1245, Distance marched-~
3 miles, Weather--fair. Roads--muddy. No per-
sonnel or vehicular casualties.

"o" Battery captured 2 prisoners (EM).

®A" Battery captured 1 prisoner (EM).

§-2, S-3, and RO Sections, Batteries "A", np", and
"Gt 1eft Schoenenbourg, 1800, and marched to
Ingolsheim R148418, going into position about 1845,
C.P., Message Center, and Headquarters Battery re-
mained in Schoenenbourg.

s-2, S-3, and RO Section, Batteries "A", "B", and
#G" 1eoft Ingolsheim, 1345, closed in Wissembourg,

1630, R158480,
C.P., Message Center, and Headquarters Battery left

Schoenenbourg, 1600, end arrived Riedseltz,
R160438, 1645. Distance traveled--3.8 miles.
Weather--cloudy, Roads=-good,

C.P., Message Center, and Headquarters Battery left

Riedseltz, 0900, and arrived at Wissembourg R151483,
0945, Distance traveled--3.3 miles, No personnel
or vehicular casualties, Headquarters Battery cap-

tured 2 prisoners.
gt wpW o apd "G" Batteries in position in railroad

yards, Wissembourg.

s 8 a
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December
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CHRONOLOGICAL CAIENDAR (CONTINUED)
1 December = 31 December 1944

18

19

20

2L

22

25

24

25

26

27

28

29

Battalion fired pre-arranged fires at Siegfried
Line outposts, Battalion remained in position,

Battalion fired missions on outposts of Siegfried
Line--remained in position.

Battalion fired missions on outposts of Siegfried
ILine. A Battalion Forward Observer adjusted one
8" gun on a large pill-box., With 3 rounds for

ad Justment, the fourth round was a target hit

and effected penetration., The fifth and sixth
rounds ‘were fired for effect and put the pill-

box out of action. Battalion remained in position.

Battalion fired harassing and observed missions
on outposts of Siegfried Line. Battalion remained
in position. C.P. shelled by enemy artillery

spasmodicallye.

Battalion detached from l4th Armored Division
Artillery Command and attached to CCR, 1l4th

Armored Division.

Battalion departed from wissembourg at 1100, and
arrived at Gumbrechtschoffen, Q922342, 1400, Dis-
tance marched--22 miles. Weather--fair, Roads--

good, No casualties.

Battalion left Gambrechtschoffen, 0815, arrived
at Baerenthal, 0915 841420, Distance traveled--
8 miles, Weather--cold and cloudy., Roads=-=good,

No casualties.

Battalion in position, Baerenthal--harassing and

observed missions fired.

Battalion in position, Baerenthal--harassing and
observed missions fired.

Battalion in position, Baerenthal--harassing and
observed missions fired.

Battalion in position, Baerenthal--harassing and
observed missions fired.

Battalion in position, Baerenthal-~harassing and
observed missions fired.

Battalion in position, Baerenthal--harassing and
observed missions fired,

=6 =
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CHRONOLOGICAL CAIENDAR (CONTINUED)
1l December - 31 December 1944

December 30 "C" Battery moved to Fourneau Neuf, Q818429,
1400, Went into position, 1445,
Small counter-attack by enemy, 1950--repulsed
by our artillery and infantry weapons,
Battalion (-)*pbemained in position, Baerenthal--
harassing and observed missions fired, -

December 31 Battalion (-) remained in position, Baerenthal.
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S-2 Intelligence Summary of Operations from 1 December through
31 December 1944, /

The Battalion was in action from the 1 .to 31 of December,

I. Action in the vicinity of lMietersheim-Griesbach.
A, Terrain:

1. Enemy held the Lauter River line. Terrain west of
river afforded good observation on enemy positions.
Country generally open and rolling.

B. Obstacles:

1. River defended by entrenchments and automatic weapons.
Mortar fire was used to protect thelr MLR. Bridges were
blown and approaches mined, Road blocks at defilles
protected by mortar fire,

C. Artillery:
1, Fire scettered throughout the area but no heavy concen-
trations were encountered.
D, Enemy Reactions to Attack:
1. Although the enemy had elaborate defenses, he readily
& i) fell back as our troops crossed the Lauter River, and
. continued to fight a delaying action until we reached
; Woerth.

IT. Action in the vicinity of Wissembourg.
A. Terrain:
l. Rolling terrain which afforded good observation and
lines for defense.
B. Obstacles:
1. Enemy defended in hastily fortified posltions between
; Surbourg and the Siegfried Line making a fairly strong
i stand at Riedseltz, Several lightly defended roadblocks
were encountered. Tank traps and barbed wire were
covered by automatic weapons and AT guns from pillboxes,

C. Artlllery:
1. Heavy concentrations of mortar and artillery fire aided

in defending positions north of Riedseltz. High ground
north of Wissembourg was effectively neutralized by
constant sniper, mortar, and artillery fire, Light
harassing artillery fire was received in Wissembourg.
D. Enemy Reactions to Attack.

1. Enemy dropped back to successive delaying positions
along ridge-line during the hours of darkness., Siegfried
Line was well manned. Mobile reserves succeeded in
pushing our troops out of Ober-0Otterbach by counter-

attacking.,

TTI. Action in the vicinity of Bitche.

A, Terrain:
1. Very mountainous woody terrain with numerous passes

offering approaches to defensive positions.

ala
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C. Artillery:

1. Harassing artillery fire was received throughout the
sector. Heavy concentrations were recelved in Phillips-
bourg and around gun positions, Artillery OP's were
well placed along ridges overlooking towns and our
defensive positions, '

Enemy Reactions to Attacks

l. During the last several days of December the enemy action
was confined to organization of defenses and reconnaiss-
ance patrols probing our defensive positions,

3/ 3. COBB

1st Lt., FA
S-2

L H
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MONTHLY FIRE MISSION SUMMARY i w}
month of December 1944 L
OBSERVED WISSTONS : UNOBSERVED WISSIONS

Personnel g s 386 . Preparation 3RS
Vehicles L S . Vvehicles : 4
> & NErs, . s 192 . Harrassing . 91
Armor : S “— Interdiction . 9
Registration 2o .15 iR C. B. . 9
Defen., Reg : 3. U5 ok s 7
C. B, : 4 B S RINge s 4
C.P, : : 5 E Mortars 2 7
Pillbox : s 4 4 Smoke Screen s 1
moke Screen - s 4 T Working Party 1
Propaganda ¥l o . Tanks : 4
Mj_scc 5 s 2 i 0. Pa : 2

. : ; .  Neutralization ° 1

. e : TIdentification 13).

= g S Progasanda N
TOTAL —.33 50 ; TOTAL . 160

Ammunition Exp, for December 1944 --
V48 M54 M60 M4 T-105 T=80
8206 | 418 337 BB 19 6
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500TH ARMORED FIFLD ARTILLERY BN
EPO 446, c/o Postmgster
ew York, New York

6 January 1945

Promotions of EM gince arriving overseas
Date Name Battery 01d Grede Neyw Grade
3 Nov 1944  Stanley J. Rossi Service T/Sgt M/Set
3 Nov 1944  Hirsm G, Presley AN B/5gt 1st/Sgt
3 Nov 1944  Bugene J. Nagen Service Tec T/Sgt
3 Nov 1944 ¥illiem N, Wingstrom Service Tec U4 T/sSet
3 Nov 1944  FEdward D, Pertrick Headquerters S/Sgt ?/Set
3 Nov 1944  Pugene M, Dolen Service sgt S/sgt
3 Nov 1944  Peul H, Schrke Headduerters Tec 5 S/sgt
gligov igﬁ George J. Theiss Hesdonarters gpl. ;gt 1
ov Jack A, Fled Service ec 5 ec
3 Nov 19ul Everett L, Bl;:é:adaa Service PVE Tec 4
3 Nov 1944  Jemes N, Gifaldi AN PFC Tec U4
3 Nov 19Lk Francis J. Goss Headauarters Tec 5 Tec 4
3 Nov 1944  Andrew 4, Ballachino A PFC Cpl
3 Nov 19Ul Mark J. Costello Headuarters Tec 5 Cpl
3 Nov 19LL Donald W.A. Moeller Headuarters Tec b Cpl
3 Nov 1944  John B, Rossi seadquerters Tec 5 Opl
© 3 Nov 1944  Robert E, Gerstacker Headquarters PFC Tec 5
3 Nov 1944  Martin Gruskkin Hesdguadrters PFC Tec 5
3 Nov 1944  Joseph F, Alfamo Headquarters PVt Tec 5
3 Nov 1944  0lin K. Hopper Headcquertérs Fvi Tec §
3 Nov 1944  Clarence R, Armold ngH PFC Tec 5
3 Hov 194l Sam }Messina neH Ffe Yec 5
3 Nov 1944  Thomas V. Shearer, JT. bk Pfe Tec §
3 Nov 1944  Earnest Wingate _ now Pfc Tec 5
3 Nov 1944  Clarence E. Ausburn Service pfe Tec 5
3 Nov 1944  Williem A, Brett service Pfe Tec 5
3 Nov 1944  John P, Dreyer AN Pfe Tec 5
3 Nov 1944  Louis L. Erickson nAM Pfe Tec H
5 Nov 1944  James M. Mclahon npe Pfe Tec 5
3 Nov 1944  Charles B, Schilling noAw PV Tec 5
of Nov 1944 Harold W. Xraft oo Opl Sgt
28 Nov 1944 Oliver C. Brigsette nge Pve Tec §
3 Dec 1944  Edward J, Giannottl nAM Tec U Sgt
10 Dec 1944t Elmer J, Sullentrup Headquarters Opl Sgt
1c Dee 1944 ILouie J. Biasottl nAY Opl Tec Y4
10 Ded 1944 Theodore H,D, Wilson b PVt Cpl
10 Dec 1944 Rugsell E, Moore AW Pfe Tec 5
20 Dec 1944 Francis B, Walsh ngo Pfe Opl
20 Dec 1944 Raymond V., Lenr npn PVt Tec 5
21 Dec 1944 Tdwin H, Jenkins Headquarters S/Sgt 1st/Sgt
21 Dec 1944  Raymond H, Brown Headquarters Cpl S/ set
%6 Dec 1944 Lawrence W, Cempbell WR Tee K Tec
% Dec 1944 Roy K. Moore npe PVE Tec 5
o6 Dec 1044 Torman G, Gladfelter npH Pvi Tec 5
26 Dec 1944 Ernest K, hedman Headquarters Pfe Tec §
26 Ded 1944 Lee M, Plew Headquerters Pfc Tec 5
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" Date Neme Btry 01d Grade New Grade
o6 Dec 1944 Robert E, McCollum L © Pfe Opl
28 Dec 19U4 Veto P. Spoim Service Tec § Tec U
28 Dec 1944 Jomn J. George Service PVt Tec 5

3 Dec 1944 Guntner H. Manthel Iy Pfc Tec 5




ROSTER OF KEY PERSONNEL ‘;‘" o | f
3’/ - \

Headgquarters
Lt. Col, Dale V, Swanson 0-240321 FA Battalion Commander
Major Joseph J, Murtha 0-260553 FA Executive Officer
Ma jor Robert E, Lanigan 0-23896 FA S=3
1st Lt, James J. Cobb 0-25629 FA S-2
1st Lt, Louis W. Vasaly 0-1171807 FA 1In. O.
1st Lt. Bill Allison 0-1178054 FA Ren & 3Svy O.
Tec 4 Francis V. Goss 32 589 354 Radio Operator

Headquarters Battery

Capt, Howard W, Thompson 0-1014679 FA BC & Asst S-3
1st Lt, John J, Novacek 0-1171703 FA Comm O.

1st Lt., Alvin E. DeLong 0-1182813 FA In Pilot

2d TLt. Arthur W. Dorland 0-1180169 FA 1In Pilot

2d Lt, Philip Wrathall 0-1171850 FA F. O.

2d Lt. Donald C¢. Richardson 0-522625 FA F. 0.

2d Lt. Vincent F., TLuceri 0-1168787 FA Motor O.

M/Sgt. Warren Coleman 15 860 55 Sgt. Major

1st Sgt. Edwin H. Jenkins 38 002 438 First Sergeant

Tec Sgt. Frank Padykula 31 097 809 Commo, Chief

Tec Sgt. Harry B. Bryant 38 178 480 S-2 Sergeant

Tec Sgt. Edward Partrick, Jr. 54 465 150 Operations Sergeant
S/Sgt., Raymond H., Brown 20 715 677 Survey Sergeant
S/Sgt. Frank R, Brown 18 168 348 Supply Sergeant
S/Sgt. Louls F. Spagnola 32 371 280 Mess Sergeant
S/sgt. John W. Huckins 37 175 023 Motor Sergeant
S/Sgt. Paul H, Schurke, Jr, 37 466 764 FDC Computer

Sgt. W. E. Stephenson 37 250 524 F.0. #1

Sgt. James I, Paroubek 36 628 158 F.0., #2

Sgt. E. J. Sullentrup 37 077 518 F.0. #3

Sgt. Edwin F. Day 37 250 933 Ln., Sergeant

Sgt., Nelce Lancaster 58 151 606 Msg. Ctr, Chief (Bn. Hgs)
Cpl. C. H. Corley 38 303 573 Wire Sec. #1

Cpl. G. M. McKellar 39 032 523 Wire Sec. #2

Medical Detachment

1st Lt. Horace D, Orr - 0-1785644 MC Bn. Med, 0. (Atchd)
S/Sgt. John F. Mangan 33 057 637  Medical NGO

Tec & Jerome A. Krutzech 37 182 850 Surgical Tec.
Battery "anm

Capt. Donald ¢, Alexander 0-447424 FA B.C.

1st TLt., Albert g, Elgin 0-1171526 FA Ex. O.

2d Lt. Norman W, Jehnke 0-1171612 FA R.O.

2d Lt. Kenneth R, Harkins 0-539396 FA Asst. Ex. 0,

1st Sgt. Hiram G, Pregie 38 148 372 First Sergeant
S/8gt. Johm W, Balley ¥ 35 571 583 Recon, NCO
8/Sgt. Ulrieh S. amos 14 095 265 Chief of Section
S/Sgt. John R, Hixon 36 612 382 Motor Sergeant
S/sgt. George F, Thornberg 32 349 995 Supply Sergeant
S/Sgt. Paul L., Jackson 38 002 050 Mess Sergeant
Sgt. Robert F. Hebl 39 268 879 Commo, Chief
Sgt. John L. Tassi o0 262 907 Chief of Section
Sgt. Thomas S. MacDonald, jp, 35 501 178 Chief of Seection
Sgt. Steve L. Okeneski 36 286 057 Chief of Seetion

Sgt. Barl R, Mueller 36 628 143 Chief of Section
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ROSTER OF KEY PERSONNEL (CONT1NUED)

Battery "A" (Cont'd)

gt. Octavio Ponzl

Sgt. Bdward J., Giannottl
Tec 4 James N. Gifaldi
Tec 4 Loule J. Blasotti
Cpl. Arthur E, Abrahamson
Cpl. Dewey D, Yates

Battery "B"

Capt. Maurice D, Adams
1st Lt. Robert L. Hocker
24 1t. Vincent J., Hanneken

1st Sgt. Urbie P. Innes
S/Sgt John F. Bruce
S/Sgt William J. Stellato
S/Sgt LeRoy H. Eggers
S/Sgt Leo Alch

Sgt. Michael F. Messich
S/Sgt Thomas J. Mason
Sgt. Henry C. Nothaft
S8gt. Joseph T. Wakula
Sgt. Carlton A. Orth
Sgt. Fred E. Whittington
Sgt. George W. Belcher

Battery "C"

capt. E. H. Newman, Jr.

1st Lt. Charles H. LeRoy
1st Lt. Franz E, Miller, Jr.
2d Lt. Maurice D. Keller

1st Sgt J. C. Frederick
8/Sgt. Brnest Salvatil
8/Sgt. Frank C. Young
8/Sgt. Clinton Glendinning
S/8gt. George Medves

Sgt. Christian Andreason
Sgt. Vachiel Jenks

Sgt. Michael Marinecel

Sgt. Carl Tritle

Sgt. Harold Kraft

Sgt. Anthony Aufiero

Cpl. Bernard B, Flotkoetter
8/8gt. William R, Cluff

Service Battery

Capt. William B, Rice

1st Lt. Robert J, Vanderbeck
1st 1It, John C. Parvin

lst Lt, Howard T. Graber, Jr.
2d Lt. Everett E, Hil11 ’
CWO Imcas H, Baumann
WOJG Robert J. Weis

52 583 532
52 584 1740
32 585 152
39 115 684
36 626 552
37 250 532

0-404434 FA
0-1171592 FA
0-1178175 FA

15 042 354
13 077 615
32 371 265
37 122 368
32 091 773
33 264 298
20 216 149
36 501 431
32 589 281
32 672 143
34 274 710
31 330 009

0-1165254 FA
0-1014588 FA
0-1171680 FA
0-515641 FA

6658750

36 337 008
35 306 816
31 111 91l
35 027 107
36 286 491
35 718 516
37 269 759
37 250 632
37 246 090
38 298 822
34 070 550
12 028 838

0-1171734 FA
0-1171806 FA
0-1178283 FA
0-389297 FA
0-1181632 FA
W-2119800 TUSA
W-2125166 LTS

Chief of Section
Chief of Section
Radio Operator
Arty MNech,

Clerk

Agent

B. c‘
R. Qs
Motor O.

First Sergeant
Supply Sgt.

Mess Sgt.

Motor Sgt.

Commo Chief
Chief of Section
Chief of Section
Chief of Section
Chief of Section
Chief of Section
Chief of Section
Chief of Section

BO CO

Ex. O
R.O.

In, Obs,

First Sergeant
Mess Sgt.

Supply Sgt.

Motor Sgt.

1st Chlef of Section
Chief of Section
chief of Section
chief of Section
chief of Section
chief of Seetion
commo Chief (Radio)
Commo Chief (Wire)
Ren Sgt.

B.C. & S-4
Assto 3"4
Bn. Motor 0.
S=1

Moter O,
Pers Off,
Maints., Off.




¢ O

ROSTER OF KEY PERSONNEL (CONTINUED)

Service Battery (Continued)

1st Sgt Francis Tominosky 55 165 779 First Sergeant
S/Sgt Eugene Dolan 36 221 075 Ammo Sgt.

S/Sgt Stanley L. Stockus 36 627 090 Mess Sgt.

S/Sgt B. L. Atkins 14 095 270 Motor Sgt.
T/Sgt. Albert Pennell 35 034 602 Supply Sgt.
S/Sgt George R., Kalinich 39 237 732 Supply Sgt.
T/Sgt Eugene Nagan 36 285 848 Adm. NCO

T/Sgt William N. Wingstrom 36 612 167 Auto Mech,

1/Sgt Stanley Rossi 39 242 274 Bn Shop Foreman
S/Sgt Wilton C. Stokes 34 201 544 Bn. Supply NCO
Sgt. Norbert Koester 37 047 511 Chief of Section
Sgt. Henry V. Smith 34 213 852 Chief of Section
Sgt. Claude Handley 32 589 083 Chief of Section
Tec 4 Jack A, Eledge 37 475 008 Radio Oper.

Tec 4 John E. Joyce 33 401 477 Radio Repair Sgt.

(with Hq Btry)
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HEADQUARTERS
500TH ARVOEED FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
AP0 Bl6 U. S. Armmy

NARRATIVE HISTORY FOR MONTH OF JANUARY 1945

On the first of Jamuary, 1945, the 500th AFA Bn., was in Baerenthsal,
Prance, attached to Task Force Hudelson, which wes composed ofi: 500th
AFA Bn. supported by 17th FA Bn.; 117th Cavelry Mech.; 9uth Cavalry Mech.
(-one troop); 624 AIB; A Co., 125th Amd. Fng, Bn,; B Co., buisth TD Bn.;
C Co., 83d Chemiczl Morter Bn.; 1lst Bn., 5Y40th Fng. Regt.; B Co., 8lth
Armd. Medical Bn. On 3 December 1944, the Task Force was warned of an
impending enemy attack. At 2400 that day the enemy attacked our left flank,
and, by 0300, 1 Jamary, they had inflicted serious losses O the 117th
Cavelry, Mechenized, A strong attack was also 1aunched from Eguel shardt,
towards Bannstein, Throughout the night, the 500th FA fired prearranged
defensive fires, and, at daylight, heavy concentrations were fired at ob-
served enemy columns proceeding from Eguel shardt to Bamnstein. At 1030,
¢ Btry., at Fourneau-Neuf, received a heavy artillery concentration, At
1130, a 70 round concentration of 105mm fell in Bgerenthsl bracketing our
Headquarters installations. Under cover of this fire, enemy infantry
advanced to within 100 yards of town, and, at 1145, we were fighting off
thig attack with smsll ams fire. The Bn, withdrew to the alternate
position in Picardie by infiltration. At 1215, C Btry. was driven from
its position by intense enemy mortar and small arms fire, One M=T7 hit a
mine on leaving the position and was zbendoned after maximum possible de-
struction had been effected by the crew. By 1L00, the Bn., was registered
in its alternate position and fired missions om cross-roads in the vicinity
of Fourneau-Neuf, slowing down enemy advance slong that route, During the
night, 1-2 Jamuary, our mission was changed to reinforce the fires of the
155th FA Bn., then in direct support of the 313th Inf. Regt., which came
in during the night, During the 2 Jamary, defensive fires were shot in,
and enemy columns advancing on Reipertswiller from the North were struck
repeatedly by our massed fires. At 1600, the enemy attacked Reipertswiller
and were driven back with heavy losses by our machine-gun and artillery
five. At this time, C Btry., and parts of Hgs. Btry., moved to positions
in the vicinity of Lichtenberg, France. At 2300, A Btry., displaced to
Ingwiller and were registered at 0200, by using WP shells. When this was
completed, B Btry, displaced to Ingwiller and was registered at 0600, 3
Jameary 1945. At 0700, 3 Jamary 1945, a strong enemy attack, estimated
to be tw battalions, was stopped by our artillery fire just North of
Reipertswiller, costing the enemy &t least po dead or wounded, one light
tank end several light vehicles, Fnemy attacks om Wildenguth were also
broken up by our fire, At 1200, C Btry., and Fire Direction Center dis-
placed %o Ingwiller, leaving a radio relay station at Lichtenberg, thms,
compl eting our displacement, Although firing contimucusly in support of
our infantry, we were gble to make this night displacement without loosing

the fire of more than one battery at any time,
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NARRATIVE HISTORY for MONTH of JANUARY 1945 (Contid)

At 1200, 3 January, the 500th FA became & part of the 1Lth Armored
FA Group, whose mission was support of our troops in the Reipertswill er-
Wildenguth area. Fires consisted meinly of TOT's on enemy troop concen-
trations and routes of commnication within the Bitche salient,

A% 1200, 6 Jamuery, the Bn. wae attached to CCA and moved to Reimers-
willer to support CCA's attack against eny enemy peénetration of the Maginot
fortifications in that area. On 12 Jamuary, the cremy penetrated to the
Rittershoffen-Hatten area, but were driven back by CCA's counter-attack.
Again on the 13 Jamary, the enemy attacked snd were driven back from
this area, On the 1! Jamary, the enemy attacked in force and were stopped
by artillery fire massed in Hatten and Rittershoffen. Our observers with
CCA and CCR called for all possible fire, and within ten mimites, seven
battalions of artillery were pounding this area. FEnemy losses were so
heavy that they were on the defensive in this sector for the remainder of
the engagement. Our forces attacked the towns of Rittershoffen and Hatten
until the 20 Jamary, tmt did not accomplish the mission of reesteblishing
the main 1ine of resistance. Our fellure was dne to & bittor enemy defense
built around strong pointe in the towns, and to our own heavy losses in
vehicles and personnel. During our stay in Reimerswiller, France, we were
attacked by Jet Propelled planes and ME 109's daily. Omne ME 109 was brought
down by our Anti-Aireraft fire,

On the night of 20-21 January, Sixth Corps fell back to the Haguenan
Switch position., CCA, of which we were a part, was the rear guard in thisg
withirawal, The Bn, displaced to Surbourg by echelon keeping up normal
harrassing fires and completed the withdrawel from Surbourg to Uhlwiller
at 1030, 21 Jemuary, No enemy action was encountered by the rear guard,
The Bn, occupied positions in Uhlwiller, moved to Huttendorf on the 22nd,
and thence to Guedertheim on the 23rd, with the mission of reen orecing
the fires of the 13lst FABn, Our fires were directed at the enemy bridge-
head in the vicinity of Gemsheim, France, Here our AAA attaclments shot
down a second enemy plane - an MR 109. On the night of 26-27 Jamuary, in
the midst of & blizgzard, the Ba. moved to an assembly area in the Vieinity
of Lixhguwgen. and from there occupied positions in Uttwiller the following
day, régaforcing the fires of the 103rd Div, Arty, The Bn. remained here
through the 31 Jamuary, firing night harrassing missions.

W‘T.‘ M%L

EOWARD T, GRABER, JR.
1st Lt,, FA
Higtorign®
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FEEADQUARTERS

HOOTH ARD 7D FIZLD ARTILLERY BATTALION

MAPS:

AP0 UMb U, S. Amy

CHRONOLOGICAL CALENDAR
for the _
NONTH of JANUARY 1945

W issembourg Sheet V=2 1/100,000

-~ ‘gaverne Sheet 1/50,000
Brumath Sheet 1/50,000

1 Jamary 19%5

o January 1945

7 Jenuary 195

Y Jammary 19%5

Tnemy struck Task Force Hudelson in Bitcke S ector at gbout
0001. At 1030 C Btry. was shelled ab Fourneau-euf, At
1130 enemy shelled Bn. (_11,1“111 in position, vicinity of
Baeranthsl , Lorreine (Q 8W~120), for 15 minutes, and again
at 1200 for i5 minutes., Ifc¢ Bric Hoffmen, Hq Btry, and Pfc
1eo V. Fox, B Biry., WIA, during shelling and evacuated, At
1230, enemy overran Baersathal and Bn. at 1235 was forced to
withdraw. Strect fighfing engued in which we accounted for
coverd eneuy desd, Vehicaler casusltics consisted of: (1)
M¥~7, C Btry.; (1) Helf-Track, B Btry.; (1) M-U Tank; (1)
Wegcpons Carrier 3/4 ton; (1) ome ton traller. During with-
drewsl two M-7s slid on icy roads end overturned, The
following men were KIA as result: Sgt. John Tassi, A Btry.,
and Cpl. Micheal Cerrato, A Btry. The following men were
IIA: Sgt. Steve L. Oieneski, Opl, Leonard L. S0ucy, rfc
vi1lian McNickle, Fvt. Lloyd Gillem, pvt. Marvin H. Zabel,
$vt, Frenk A. Howard, Pvi, William J. Fintz, a1l of A Btry.

" Bn. serrived picardie (Q 815-360) s 1’-!0'0. Disbonce traveled-

18 miles. Roefds icy. Weather clcar.

C Btry. l1eft Picardie ab 1255; errived at Lichtenberg

(q 816-357) et 130. Distance goved 1 mile. Foads icy.
Weather ciear. No casualties.

Missions fired-10 observed, 8 usmobserved, 362 rds expended,

(15) M-Ts firing.

Bn. 1eéft Lichtenberg by echelon at 03303 completed move to
Tngwiller (Q g12-30%) , 2% 1200. Disteance treveled~1% miles.
Roads snowy end icy. feather-snowing. No casualties.

B,. rdeased from COR, 14tk 4D., end placed under comtrol
of 1Uth AD Artillery, 1800.

Migsions fired-32 obgerved and 8 unobserved, 873 rds expend-

cd-(15) M-T7s firing.

Lt. Col. Swanson relieved from assignment, 500th AFA Ba.,
and assigaed Tns. Hgs. 1 4th AD, per Par 9, S0 41, Hyg, 14tk
AD, dabed 1l Jenuary 1945. Major Murtha assumed commeﬁﬁ. this
dgte. ‘ __

Bn, in position, viecinity of Ingwiller.

Migsions fired—- 12 observed- 234 rds expended- (15) M-Ts

firing.
=k
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CHRONOLOGI CAL CALENDAR (Cont'd)
Month of Jonuary 191;5

Bn. in pogition, vicinity of Ingwiller.
Missiong fif'eg- 2 o’bsexvgd, 15 gxfobsewed— 2lip rds expended~

(16) ¥=Ts firing.

Misgsions fired - 2 observed, 10 unobserved — 84 rds expended-
(16) M=7s firing.

Bn. releassed from Division Arty control, 14%h AD, and assign-
ed to CCA, 14th AD. Bn. moved from Ingwiller at 22U5; arriv-
ed Reimerswiller (R 106-250), 7 Jen. 1945; at 0600. Veather-
cloudy. Poads — snow and ice, Mo perscrnel casuslties. One
venicular casualty (M~7 from C Btry.) ;

Bn. arrived Reimerswiller at (600 and went into position

about town.

Migeions fired - 4 observed - 35 rds fired - (16) N-Ts firing.
1V

Teleplone message from CCA, 1Yth AD - "Pabrol reports (leeburg

held in strength by enemy at 200%. PW from 1st Co., 937th Regt.,

2U5th VG Div, captured at (R 092-4%2) while enroute to estab-

1ish contact with Haret Regt. at Climbech (R 090-U60) . states

Harat Regt. attached 2lU5th VG Div, end his own company in

vicinity of Cleeburg - stremngth about 170 men,"

Missions fired - § observed, 25 unobserved - 849 rds expended-

(16) M-Ts firing.

Bn. in position, vicinity of Reinerswiller,
i-iis}sions fired - 2 observed, 9§ unobserved ~ 377 rds expended-
(16) M-Ts firing, {

Bn. in position, ¥lcinity of Reimerswiller.
Missions fired - 5 observed, 33 unobserveé - 777 rds expend-
ed - (15) M-Ts firing.

Bn, in position, vicinity of Reimerswiller.
Missions fired - 7 observ.'gﬁ, 2% unobserved - total U7l rds

fired - (15) M-7s firing.

Bn. in position, vicinity of Reimerswill er,
Miseions fired - 9 observed, 25 unobserved - 106 rds expend-
ed - (16) M-7s firing.

1st Lt. Venderbeck, WIA, SFW, serving as forward observer

near Hatten, Alsace.
Pvt. Abert F. Reiss, C Btry., WI4, SFW, Kuhkendorf, Alsace.

Bn. relessed from CCA, and assigned to 14th AD Artillery.
Bn. in position, vicinity of Reimerswiller.
Misslons fired - U observed, 36 unobserved - 767 rds expended-

(16) M-Ts firing.



1% Jenuery 1945

15 Jamary 1945

16 Jenuary 1945

17 Jenuary 1945

18 January 1945

19 Jamary 1945

o0 January 1915

o1 Januery 1945
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Authority INND 7 S

Tl

CHRONOLOGI CAL CALENDAR (Cont'd)
Month of January 195

Bn, inposition, vicinity of Reimerswiller.

Missions fired - 21 observed, 27 unobserved - 1795 rds ex-
pended - (16) 1i-7s firing.

Pvt. Willie F. Goodman, Serv. Btry., WIA, SFW, in enemy
bombing of Surbourg, Alsace.

1st Lt. Hocker, WIA, SFW, serving as forward observer near
Hatten, Alsace. i

Bn. in position, vicinity of Reimerswiller.
Missions fired - 1 observed, 53 unobserved - 1202 rds ex-
pended - (15) 1-Ts firing.

Pn, in position vicinity of Reimerswiller.

Message from CCA, "SOI Items, 10-5, oli.g-20-11, 22-5 has
been compromised. Avoid traffic in Afcode and Afbuz. New
items forthcoming."

1st Lt. Orr promoted to Captain.

ond Lt. Dorland promoted to 1st L.

Missions fired = 7 observed, 19 unobserved - U89 rds expend-
ed - (15) M-Ts firing. .

Bn. in position, vicinity of Reimerswiller.
Missions fired - 6 observed - 39 unobserved - 629 rds ex-
pended - (16) k=-Ts firing. J

Bn. in position, vicinity of Reimerswiller.
Missions fired - 15 observed, U unobserved-27L rds fired -
(16) ¥-7s firing.

Bn. in position, vicinity of Reimerswiller.
Missions fired — 17 observed - 54 unobserved - 1012 rds
expended - (16) M-Ts firing.

Bn. assigned to CCA, 1lth AD.

Bn. in position, vicinity of Reimerswiller.

Missions fired - 13 observed, 11 unobserved - 127 rds ex-
pended - (18) M-Ts firing.

Bn., less 5-2, 5-3 and Commnication Sedtion, and firing
batteries, lLeft Reimerswiller et 1800; arrived Altenheim °
(q 80-13Y), at 2400. Distance traveled = 28 miles. Weather
cold and snowing. Roads icy. No casuslties.

Tiring batteries and Fire Direction Center l1eft Reimerswiller

at 047 and arrived Surbourg (R 080-3U5) at 0530. Distance
traveled - o1 miles. Traffic very heavy on roads.
Tiring batterles and Fire Direction Center left Surbourg at

1130 and arrived Ullwiller (g 952-245) at 1230. Distance

traveled - 11 miles. No casuel ties.
Hgs. Detachment left Altenheim at 1815, and arrived Thiwiller

st 2000. Distance traveled - 18 miles. No casual ties.
Missions fired - 1 observed, 10 rds expended ~ (18) N-Ts
firing,

_3..



22 January 1945

23 January 1945

2l January 1915

25 Jamary 1945

26 Jenuary 1945

o7 January 1945

o8 Jamary 1945

DECLASSIFIE

o ,
Authority (NS D 735

CHRONOLOGI CAL. CALENDAR (Cont'd)
Month of January 1945

Bn. left Uhlwiller 0800. arrived Futtendorf (Q 930-223),

at 09%. Distance traveled - U4 miles.

Captain Al exander awarded Bronze Star Medal for meritorious
service near Ober Otterbach, Germany, 18 Dec., 19Uk, per GO
#3, 1lth 4D, 22 Jan., 1915,

Opl. B, E. Flotkoetter, C Btry., awarded Bronze Star Medal

for meritorious service at Kilsteet, France, 7 Dec., 19LL, per
GO #3, 14th AD, 22 Jan., 19U5.

Pvt. Abert F. Reiss, C Btry., awerded Purple Heart per GO #3,
1l4th D, 22 Jan., 19L5.

Missions fired - 13 unobserved - 293 rds expended - (18) M-Ts
firing.

Bn. left Huttendorf at 1000; arrived Guedertheim (R 015-136)
at 1110. Distence traveled - 10 miles. Roads icy. Weather
cold. No casualties. ,

Bn. relessed from 14th AD Arty., end attached to CCA, 1lth AD.
Bn. given mission of reinforcing fires of 131 FA Bn., 36th
Infantry Division.

Misgsions fired - 1 observed — 61 rds fired - (18 H-7s firing.
(1) Vehicular casualty -~ Helf-Track, " C" Btry., FO vehicle -
knocked out by enemy mortar fire.

Bn. in position, vicinity of Geudertheim.
Missions fired - 10 observed, 7 umobserved - 266 rds expended-

(18) M-7s firing.

Bn. in positiom, vicinity of Geudertheim.
Missions fired - 6 observed, 6 unobserved - 210 rds expended-

(18) M-7s firing.
Bn. left Geudertheim &t 2300 for Lixhsusen (Q 863-216).

Bn, arrived at Lixh=usem 0300. Distance traveled - 12 miles.
Weather - snowing. Roads - heavy snow fall. Bn. went into

position.
Missions fired - 16 obgerved - U433 rds. expended - (18) M-Ts

firing,
Bn. left Lixhansen at 1600, arrived Uttwiller (Q 820-275)

at 1700. Distence traveled - 7 miles, Weather - cloudy.
Roads covered with snow. No vehicular casuelties.

Bn. in position, vicinity of Uttwiller -~ with mission of
Genersl Support, 103 Infantry Division Artillery.
Migsions fired - 3 observed, 52 rds expended -~ (18) M-Ts

firing,

Bn, ?= position, vicinity of Uttwiller.
Missions fired - 1 observed, 3 umobserved - 39 rds expend-

ed - (18) M~7s firing.



29 Jemuery 1915

30 Jamuary 1945

71 January 1945
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Authority NND SRS

CERONOLOGICAL CALENDAR (Cont'd)
Month of Jamary 1945

Bn. in position, vicinity of Uttwiller.
Wisgions fired - 3 observed, 18 unobserved - 167 rds fired-
(18) M-7s firing. . \

Bn. in position, vicinity of Uttwiller.

yissions fired - 5 unobserved - 95 rds expended - (18) K-Ts
firing.

Bn. in position, vicinity of Uttwiller.

uissions fired - 6 unobserved - 110 ris expended - (18) l-Ts
firing.
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Authority NI\)D 755‘5\

5-2 Intelligence Summary of Operations from 1 Jenvery through 31 January 19ls,
The Battalion was in action from the 1 to 31 .Jenuary. -

1. Fnemy Troops: _.Ger_tei‘al

A, Fmemy troops opposing our lines were more szgressive than- eny tlms far

éncountered, Ambitious leadership was .apparent during the entire period,

_ At times the enemy appeared to be doped, Invariably he would run
directly into our fire shouting at the top of his lungs, Due to his

success ir over-running our positions, the morale of the enemy was much
kigher than usual, e U e ae LY ot

II. Action in the Bitche area.
A, Terrgin: - . AT : y

1. Bugged terrain which confined teaké to roads, lumerous passes were
present for attacking cur defenses, Several high hills offered
excellent observation points which were used to maximum advaantage.

B, Artillery: _

1. Heavy concentrations of artillery and mortar fire fell on our
positions immediately preceeding an assualt, The attack was then
initicted with the support of howitzer, bazooka, and mortar fire,
Artillery epployed was mostly horse-drawn and towed.

C. Patrols:

1. Ineny infiltrated through our outer defemses with mumerous patrols
of varying sizes probing our defenses for weak spots.

2. Smell groups infiltrated behind our MLR during hours of darkness
and remained in hiding during the day. When the bulk of his forces
were in position, the enemy would lsunch his attack. ZIZnemy was
active in disrupting lines of communication and attacking CP's,

3. On several occasions the enemy used U,S. uniforms end equipment
which made it difficult to distinguish him from our troops.

III. Actien in the Reitterschoffen-Hattem ares,
A, Terrein:

1. Bolling terrain with spotted wooded areas affording good observation
end lines for defemse, However, inclement weather hindered
observetion during most of period,

B, Obstacles:

1. Enemy defended his positions with dug in tenks and other more

elaborate entrenchments,
C, Artillery:

1. Numerous countem-attacks bythe enemy disclosed a marked increase
of artillery fire, which, although still moderate, showed signs of
growing more intense im the near future., Artillery on the east
benk of the Rhine was used in supporting attacks sand shelling our
rear areas, Light harassing fire fell during the hours of darkness
and seversl heavy conceatrations during the daylight hours, A
great number of flares was observed during the period,
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Authority ND 755‘:5\

MISSION SUMMARY
D, Aircraft: } e
l 1 -Jst-propelled planes were active in smal]. stremgth Roads and

towns cccupymg “friendly troops were strafed, A few-bombs-were -

s ‘Command Posts = e
| Fi SN grepped end indicated that the main targets were: Laalin M
| e o %xﬂg.gher ‘echelons. Fro-fesi civillians are pa:rtly ‘a]_,ameﬁ‘. ot

| Ty Y “the- acc.uracy u.:t" enémﬁ.b intelligence, ——— PR Eerat] —

1 Much armor-wes: obsewed in this sector.. Hany mfantry attacks in

were.reportei by B
S were-ked b tenks end vVarious armored. oolnmb S
©our o:tt:servirs. Several tank batt.les took- plﬂoﬂ wi!‘- he&vy losses

o |7 -

“Smoke "“F Erremy Reactionsi

minor pe:trol -actiong,— - ~;- s ';'".* s i S
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'.‘"'7‘:‘ “Ha % ,1 ni‘pﬂicted on- trhe enemy. V... S r-Batvery o

émy fol?_l'-bwnd up our . 4
the-rast- sevaral days .of Jan.z.ary the en -
r iu:?}hifawal slowly, estatlished defens:..ve posit‘lonan 'and ‘conducted




Authority

DEC

SSIFIED

ND 735\

MONTHLY FIRE MISSION SUMMARY
Month of January, 1945

OBSERVED MISSIONS

UNOBSERVED MISSIONS

Type Afp 0P, G 0. Pe Type
Personne l 1 o8 Preparation 16
Vehicles 5 Vehicles 15
Armor 2 10 Harassing 234
Registration 17 20 Interdiction 8
Defen, Reg. o1 Counter-Battery 22
Counter-Battery ) i TOT 45
Smoke Screen 5] Bingo 1
Propaganda 2 M. G. 'S & Mortars 5]
Counter-Attacks 40 Armor 6
A T Guns 10 Propaganda 15
Preparation 2 Personnel 26
Normal Barrage T counter=-At tacks 108
AA Guns i i Defensive Fires 135
Calibration 1 | Normal Barrage z
M.G. 's and Nortars 5] “Emergency Barrage 2
Misc. 2 A T Guns 1
Tdentification o
Counter-Preparation 2
TOTAL o4 192 5377

Ammunition Expenditure for January 1945--

148 M54 MB0
TI,339  ITso o

184

T 80

Total
1Z,853 rds.
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Authority NO ‘735‘7—"\

HIT e

ﬁ’f

of the
FOOTH ARMORED FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

ﬂ-a'ﬁm;-"f.

The mission of the K0Oth AFA Bn., on 1 February 1915, was that of Gen-
eral Support, reinforcing the fires of the %83 FA Bn., 103 Inf, Div. The
Bn. was in position in the following locations: Bn. Hgs., F.D.C., and Com-
munications Sections, "A" and "C" batteries in Uttwlller, France, "B" battery -
in Menchhoffen, France, Hq. Btry., in Bouxwiller, France, Bn. Maint. in Stein-
Yourg, France, and Serv. Btry. in Altenheim, France. Bn. Maint. moved from
Steinbourg on 3 February 1945, to Bouxwillier, so as to be closer to the fire
ing batteries, On 5 February 1945, the Bn'e, mission was changed from that of
relnforeing the fires of the 383 FA Bn., to reinforcing the fires of the 928
FA Bn., 103 Inf, Div. There was no change in the General Support mission., On
16 February 1945, Serv. Btry. moved from Al tenheim to Steimbourg., The Bn, re-
verted to 14th AD Arty. control on the 18 February 1945, end moved into the
14th 4D sector finding positions in the following locations: Bn. Hgs., ¥.D.C.,
Communication Sections, and "B" battery in Ettendorf, France, "A" and "CM bat-
teries in Ringendorf, France, and Hq. Btry. and Bn. Maint. in Lixhsueen, France.
Serv, Btry. moved from Steinbourg to Wickersheim, France, the next day. The
Bn. remained in these positions the rest of the month.

There was very little eneny activity on the VI Corps front during February,
hence the 500th AFA Bn. gave attention to maintenance of vehicles and equipment,

sanitation, and personsl cleanliiness.

HOWARD T, GRABER, JR.
1st Lt., FA
Historian,

Incls: ;
Chromological Celendar for month of February, 19Us5,

S-2 Intelligence Summary for month of February, 19Uk,

§-3 Report for month of February, 19L5,
Promotions of Officers for month of February, 1945.

Promotions of Enlisted Men for month of February, 1945,

4\ |
A“G2l1m

GONFIDENTIAL /553

-@"z‘\_-—’ﬁ‘\‘f\




DECLASSIFIED '
Authority MBIVASS)

CHROIOLOGI CALL CALENDAR
of the

FOTH ARMORED FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

F0 U6

MAPS USED:

U, S. Ammy

MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 19l5

~ Wissembourg, sheet V2, 1/100,000
‘Haguensu Sheet 1/50,000

1 February 1945 Bn. in position in the following locations:

2 Februery 19U5

3 Fetﬁary 1945

L February 1945

5 February 1945

Bn. Hgs., Fire Direction, and Communicaticns Sections -

Uttwiller, Frence (Q 820-276), '

Hg. Btry. — Bouxwlller, France (Q 813-251)

Btry. "A" - Uttwiller, France (Q 819.67=277.77)

Btry. "BY - Menchhoffen, France (Q 820..43-291.36)

Btry, "C" - Uttwiller, France (Q 8L6.28-27%4,99)

serv. Btry, - Altenheim, France (Q #00-133)

Bn. Maint., - Steinbourg, France (Q 763-190)
Missions fired -~ K unobserved - 75 rds. expended - 18 M-7's
firing.

No chenge in position.

Bn., attended orientation film, "Germany".

lMissions fired - 5 unobserved, 1 observed - 5k rds. expend-
ed - 18 M=T's firing.

Bn. Maint. moved from Steinbourg to Bouxwiller, France -
no other chsnge in position.

Missions fired - 7 harassing, 1 observed from A.0.P. - U5
rds, expended - 18 M=7's firing.

No change in position,
Misgiong fired - 1 observed, 7 unobserved - L5 rds, expend-

ed - 18 M=7's firing.
1st Lt. Jalmke, "A" Btry. and S/Sgt John W. Bailey, "AM

Btry., awarded the Bronze Star Medal per GO #10, Hq 1Uth 4D,
dated U4 February 1945,

o change in position,
2d Lt's. Cotton, Jahnke, Wrathall, Luceri and Keller promoted

to 1st Lt's. by S0 #32, Ha. Tth Army (received this date) -
date of ramk from 1 February 19is,

Mission of Bn, chenged from General Support reinforcing fires
of the 383 FA Bn,, 103 Inf. Div,, to Generzl Support, rein-
forcing fires of the 928 FA Bn,, 103 Inf. Div,

Migsicns fired - & unobserved - 96 rds, expended - 18 N-7's

firing,

CONFIDENTIAL



DECLASSIFIED

Authority (NS BIVASS)

CHROWOLOGICAL CALE'"AR Month of February, 19)45 (Cor ta)

6 FPebruary 1945 No change in position.
Missions fired = 2 observed, 8 umobserved - 107 rds. ex-
pended - 15 M-7's firing,
Corrective maintenance check began on M-T's, 2 each 2 days,

7 Pebruary 1945 No change in position,
Received copies of 79th Inf. Div, Commander's commendation
of CCA, 14th AD, for action at Hatten, France. Received
copies of 14th AD Commander's commendation of CCA's work
at Hatten, Franceq including commendation naming Bn.
Migsions fired — 2 observed: 1 personnel, 1 high burst
registration - 15 unobserved: 3 preparations, 10 harassing,
2 7,0,T. - 153 rds. expended - 15 M=-7's firing.

8 February 1945 No change in position,
Missions fired - 7 observed: 2 registration check, 1 from
A0 P., 2 from ¢.0.P., 2 persomel -~ 7 unobserved: 5 harass-
ing, 2 T.0.T. = 156 rds. expended = 15 N=7's firing, '

9 February 1945 No change in position.
Missions fired - 5 observed: 2 personnel, 2 registration,

1 enemy dug-out - 6 unobserved, U4 harassing, 2 T.0.T, -
127 rds. expended ~ 15 MN-T's firing,
Red alert, 1430 - ell clear, 14U5.

10 February 194 No change in position.
Migsions fired - 6 observed: U personnel, 1 registration,
1 registration check - 5 unobserved: 5 harassing - 114
rds. expended - 15 M-7's firing.
Red glert, 1420 - 211 clear, 1450.

11 February l9lL5’ No change in position.

2 Jet-propelled enemy plenes reported in area, 0930 -
all clear, 1000.
Missions fired - 9 observed: 6 harassing, 1 enemy person-
nel in open from G.0.P., 1 registration, 1 registration
check = 88 rds. expended - 15 M-7's firing.
Sgt. Steve L. Okoneski, Btry. "A", awarded the Purple
Heart per GO #lu4, Hq. 1Uth AD, dated 11 February 1945,

12 February 1945 No change in position.
Two red alerts = 1030 and 1500 = all clear - 1100 and
1520, res'pectivelﬁ.
Missions fired — 4 unobserved: U harassing.- %0 rds., ex-
pended - 15 ¥M=7's firing.
lst Lt's, DeLong, Dorland, Keller, and Luceri, awarded the
Air Medsl per GO #15, Hg. 14th AD, dated 12 February 1945,

- @ -

GOKFIDENTIAL
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Authority Nl\) ») 7 S|

CHROMOLOGIC/L CATDAR Month of Februery, 1945 (Cont'd)

13 February 1945

14 February 1914.5

15 February 1945

16 February 1945

17 February 1945

18 February 1945

¥o change in position.
Missions fired = 6 observed: 211 harassing from G.0.P. -
60 rds. expended - 16 M=7's firing.

No change in position.

Three red alerts during the day.

Missions fired - 18 observed: 3 registration from A.0.P.,
10 persomnel from G.0.P., 1 enemy machine gun, 3 registra-
tion checks, 1 pill=box - § unobserved: 3 preparafion, B
herassing, 3 T.0.T.'s - 297 rds. expended - 15 M-T's firing.

No change in position.

Red alert, 1030 - &ll clear, 1140.

Major Murtha end Cept. Adsms attended demonstration of 60
barrel rockcet-launcher at St. Jean, France, 100, 15 Feb-
ruary 1945. _
Missions fired — 1 observed from G.0.P. on mortars - g un-
observed: 5 harassing, 2 T.0.T.'s, 1 personnel = 137 rds.
expended - 15 M=7's firing.

1st Lt's. VWrathall and Hocker awarded the Bronze Star Medal
per GO #16, Hq. 14th 4D, dated 15 February 1945,

Service Btry. moved from Altenheim, France, to Steinbourg,
France.

Yo other chenge in position.

Missions fired - 3 observed: 1 personnel, 1 machine gun

and mortar, 1 registration - U unobserved: 2 harassing,

2 7,0,0,'s - 96 rds, expended - 15 N-7's firing. _
18t Lt. Wrathsll awarded the Qak Leaf Cluster to the Bronze
Star Medal, per GO 417, Hq. 1lUth 4D, dated 16 February 1945,

No chenge in position.
Migsions fired = 12 observed: 9 harassing, 3 on enemy ve-

hicles - 166 rds, expended - 15 M-7's firing.

Battery Commenders end Reconnaissance party left Uttwiller,
0930, on reconnaissance of gun positions in Ringendorf and
Ettendorf, France.

Bn. reverted to Div. Arty. control, lhth AD.

Bn, left Uttwiller, 1311,5. and arrived in new positions ab

151131.1. Hgs. F.D.C., and Communications Sections - Ettendorf,
France, (Q 888=235) .
Hq. Btry. = Lixhausen, France, (Q 863-217) . |
nA" Btry. - Ringendorf, France, (Q 872.57-230.96) .
Wgn Btry. - Fttemdorf, France, (Q 287.08-232.94) .
Wgh Btry. - Ringendorf, France, (Q 878.95-228.00) .
Serv. Btry. - Steinbourg, France, (Q 76%190) .
Bn, Maint. = Lixhausen, France, (o 863-217) .
Distance traveled = 9 miles. Roads muddy and slippery.
Yo personnel or vehicular casuelties.

=% bhl‘ll‘ibLm;M.
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CHRONOLOGICAL CALENL... Month Of February, 19L45 (Con. d)

19 February 1945

20 February 19L5

21 February 1945

22 February 1945

23 February 1945

2L February 1945

25 February 1915

o6 February 1945

o7 Pebruary 1945

28 February 1945

Missions fired - 3 unobserved, 2ll herassing - 30 rds.
expended - 15 M-7's firing,

Service Btry. moved from Steinbourg, Frence to Wicker-
sheim, France, (Q 852-205).

No other change in position.

Missions fired - 7 observed: all registrations, (3 from
A.0.P. and U from G.0.P.) - 53 rds. expended - 15 M-7's
firing,

Maintenance check completed on all M-7's

No chenge in position.

Lt. Cotton, R.0., "B" Btry., established an O.P, at

(Q 913=-234) at 0900.

Missions fired - 3 observed: all from G.0.P. = 1 obser-
ved: T.0.T, -~ 39 rds. expended - 17 M-7's firing.

No change in position.

Bn. atteched to CCA, 14th AD, in General Support of CCB,
14th AD, - in event CCA is committed, Bn. will support
CCA.

Migsions fired - 1 observed: from A,0.P. -~ 20 rds. expend-
ed on counter-battery - 17 M-T7's firing.

Ko change in position.
Missions fired - 1 observed: registration from A.0.P, =

16 rds. expended - 17 M=7's firing.

No change in position.

Missions fired — 2 observed: 1 registration check from
A.O.P., 1 registration from G.0.P., - 2 unobserved both
counter-battery - 82 rds. expended - 17 M-7's firing,

No change in position,
Missions fired - 3 unobserved: 1 on personnel 2 on

machine guns - % rds. expended - 17 M-7's firing.

Yo change in position.
Missions fired - 1 observed: G.0,P. registration - 23 rds,

expended - 17 M-7's firing.

Pfc Merril D, Parker, Serv, Btry., awarded the Soldier's
Medal per GO #22, Hq. 14th D, dated 25 Febmary 1915,
1st Lt's. Cobb and Vasaly, promoted %o the grade of Cap-
tein, per SO #47, 7th Army, APO 758, U. S. Amy, dated
16 Pebruary 1945,

No change in position.
Missions fired - 3 observed: all personnel from G.0.P., -

43 rds., expended - 17 M=-T's firing,.

Wo change in position. u“N.,“‘FN!’AL

Migsions fired - none,

¥o change in position,
Mz(.)ssionsg fired - 2 observed mise. G.0.P,» = 3 unobserved:

g1l T.0,7, - 8 rds. exoended - 17 M-T's firing.
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Authority INEIVASS)

S-2 Intelligemce Summary f£or the period lst to 28th February 1945.
The Battalion was in action from the 1lst to the 28th of February.

.I. Bnemy Troops: General
A. Enemy troops contacted during the period seemed to have
lost the aggressiveness displayed by those encountered
during the all out German offensive of the preceeding month.
Many of the men were not of officient fighting age and had
little military training. i

II.Action in the vicinity of Haguenau.
A. Terrain:

1. Rolling terrain crossed by numerous streams. Heavy snow-
fall during the early part of the month, followed by
glush and mud, kept vehicles roadbound.

B. Obstacles:

1, Enemy defended his line from dug-in positions which were
made during the lull in activity. Though personnel
defending the positions were rather light, there was a
decided increase in mines ‘and booby traps.

9. The use of GI egquipment and uniforms by the enemy is
still being practiced. GCombat troops have been reported
using the shield of medical men for protection.

C. Artillery:

1. Enemy artillery was generally 1light throughout the
period. Harassing fire was received in a few places.
Heavy caliber guns, including some 380mm railroad guns,
harassed our troops in a few of the larger cities. The
damage inflicted by enemy artillery was glight. The
enemy has apparently withdrawn much of his fére power
to deeper defensive positions.

D, Enemy Reactions: '

1. Enemy dropped back to delaying positions in an attempt
to delay our advance as long &8s possible. Since our
occupation of this sector, most of the S5 troops hawe
been withdrawn. The 6th S5 Mtn. Division remained in
the wooded area north of Rothbach. Along the Moder
River the line was held by troops of the 36th and 47th
VG Divisions and the 245th Inf. Division. The divisions
are understrength and show a definitely defensive attitude.

JAMES
Gapto ) FA
S~2

GONFIDENTIAL
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FOOTH ARMORED FIHL.D ARTILLERY BATTALION

MONTHLY FIRE MISSION SUMMARY
lonth of February, 1945

OBSERVED MI SSIONS UNOBSERVED MISSIOES
Type Air O'PI G‘.O tPn Tme

Personnel 26 Preparation 13
Registration 9 1L Harassing 98

; Counter-battery 1 | Vehicles 3
! Pill-box 1 Counter-battery 2
| M.G,'s & Morters 3 M. Cnle al
Misc. (Reg. Checks) g g Persgonnel 2

| Total 18 52 1l

Ammunition Expenditure for February 1911-5:

MU8 M5k ME0 T 80 Total

“22hy 19 ~ 35 70 2371 rds.

t;i‘mﬂ\iE_NIih\
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HEADQ UARTERS
500TH ARMOCRED FIELD ARTILIERY BATTALION
APO 446 U. S. Army

21 PFebruary 1945

The followlng is a 1list of Officers promoted during the
monthsof January and February 1945,

1st Lt., Horace D. Orr, 01785644, Medical Detachment, pro-
moted to Captain, 16 January 1945.

od Lt. Arthur W. Dorland, 01180169, Field Artillery, pro-
moted to 1lst Lt., 16 January 1945,

2d ILt. Frank H, Cotton, 01171499, Field Artillery, pro-
moted to lst Lt., 1 February 1945.

2d Lt., Norman W, Jahnke, 01171612, Field Artillery, pro-
moted to 1lst Lt., 1 February 1945,

2d Lt., Phillip Wrathall, 01171850, Field Artillery, pro-
moted to lst It., 1 February 1945,

2d Lt. Vincent F. Luceri, 01168787, Field Artillery, pro-
moted to 1lst Lt., 1 February 1945.

2d Lt. Maurice D. Keller, 0515641, Field Artillery, promo-
ted to 1st Lt., 1 February 1945.

lst TLt. James J. Cobb, 025629, Field Artilleéry,promoted to
Captain, 16 February 1945.

1st Lt. Louls W. Vasaly, 01171807, Field Artillery, pro-
moted to Captain, 16 February 1945.

2d Lt. Vincent J., Hanneken, 01178175, Field Artillery,
promoted to 1lst Lt., 1 January 1945,

For the Commanding Officer: ﬁ%JLWAﬁij:é}__
s géftalzea

’ HOWARD T. GRABER, JR,
Yat Life, PA
Historilan
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HEADQUARTERS
500TH ARMORED FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO 446 U. S. Army e K|

22 February 1945

The following is a list of promotions of Enlisted Men
for the months of January and February 1945, in this unit.

Pfc Marlin P. Moore, 19188455, promoted to Technician
Fifth Grade, 12 January 1945, Battery "A",

Cpl. Felix J. Sefick, 36075544, promoted to Sergeant,
14 January 1945, Battery "A'.

Pfc Russell A. Stuessi, 37520071, promoted to Corporsal,
14 Janusry 1945, Battery "A'.

Pfe William H. Schneider, 35224330, promoted to Corporal,
14 January 1945, Battery "A'.

TRGEEE

Pfe waldemar I,.. Zummach, 37094457, promoted to Corporsl,
14 January 1945, Battery "A'.

VLA pmidont

Pfe Melvin L. Attig, 37251552, promoted to Technician
Fifth Grade, 20 January 1945, Battery "A".

RAR A A AN A

Pvt. Joshua Cooper, 32992107, promoted to Private First
Class, 22 January 1945, Battalion Headquarters.

Pvt. Joseph W. Maples, 38370737, promoted to Private
First Class, 22 January 1945, Battalion Headquarters.

Pvt. Howard (. Schaffer, 32642346, promoted to Private
First Class, “22 January 1945, Battalion Headguarters.

Tech. 4 Donald ¢G. Olsen, 39459756, promoted to Staff
Sergeant, 28 January 1945, Service Battery.

Tech., 5 Emil J. Lewandowski, 36286467, promoted to
Technician Fourth Grade, 28 January 1945, Servlce Battery.

Pfe Louis A, Comis, 32859475, promoted to Corporal,
2 February 1945, Battery "C'".

Tech 5 Tuther L. Stallings, 53217730, promoted to
Technician Fourth Grade, 11 February 1945, Battery "C".

Pfc Rexford 0. Pratt, 32687770, promoted to Technician
Fifth Grade, 11 February 1945, Battery "C".

Ccpl. Alfred R. Hall, 11130831, promoted to Sergeant,
11 February 1945, Service Battery.

GUNHIDENTIAL
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Promotions of EM for the months of January and February 1945 (Conttd)

Pvt. Charles MMay, 35711247, promoted to Technician Fifth
Grade, 14 February 1945, Battery "B",

Pfc Thomas A. Barbera, 12188246, promoted to Technician
Fifth Grade, 25 February 1945, Service Battery.

Pvt, Edward J. Wencel, 36776484, promoted to Technician
Fifth Grade, 25 February 1945, Battery "g",

Pfc Joseph Tere jko, 32589064, promoted to Corporal, 25 Feb-
ruary 1945, Battery "C".

T/4 Frederick W. Stacey Jr., 52671974, promoted to Staff
Sergeant, 25 February 1945, Headquarters Battery.

W% 4
HOWARD T. GRABER, JR{
lst Lt e 9 FA. //

Historian,
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NARRATIVE HISTORY
of £
500TH ARLORED FIELD ARTILIERY BATTALION ,
APO 446 U. S. Army - 2
LONTH of MARCH, 1945 | '

frm——— — e |

The 1st of lizrch found the battalion in general support of

| CCB, 14th Armored Division, and was located in the following
positions: o )
Bn. Hgs., HeDo.0., and Comm. Sec. — Ettendorf, France
(@ 888-235)
| Hqs. Btry. = Lixhausen, Hrance, (Q 863-217)
' nA" Btry. - Ringendorf, rrance, (Q 872.57=230.96)
I HBWIBETY el 5 wttendorf, France, (Q 887.08-232.94)
r . wgn Btry. - Ringendorf, Fronce, (Q 878.95-228.00)
: Serv. Btry. - Wickersheim, France, (@ 852-205)
. Bn. Maint. - Lixhsusen, France, (Q 863-21T7)

On 2 March 1945, our mission was changed to direct support of
CCB. On 4 March 1945, our mission was again changed to dircet
support of CCA. During the period of merch 1-15 the battalion
supported the derensive sector held Dby the division. Un 15 March
1945, the battalion moved 1nto position in the vicinity of Pfafen-
hoffen, France. Our mission at this time was to reinforce the
fires of the 13% F.A. Bn., 36th Infantry Division, for the open-
ing assgult of the drive tO recch the Seigfried Line. On 17 ’ |
March 1945, we advanced tO fiberbach, France, on our final drive |
to clear the Germons from Alsace. On 18 March 1945, the battalion ?

was relieved from its mission with the 36th Division and was placed G|
in direct support of CCA.

; Early that morning we left Eberbach and
I traveled through Rittershoffen TO th

pying positions just Bast of the town. The towns of Rittershoffen ?\)

R . . ] .
{ and Hatten pl mportant part in this battalions history
Ll e The opportunity to again revisit the

jefensive battles fought by our
division was an experience long to Dbe remembered by every member
of this battalion. Mecting light resistance 1n t@ls area we moved
on East and North to Oberlauterbach, Prance, but it was slow going
due to blown out roads and brid: es along ourﬁroute.( On the‘19
liarch, we occupied positions in Schleithal, Erance- On 23 March
1945, the battalion was attached %0 GCBMin dlrecj_support of 19th
A.I.B. and 47th Tk. Bn.,and left gchleithal ?or Wissembourg anq
the wooded hills of the Northwest. OQur miscion was to expedite a
break-through by the 103rd Inf. Dives and to secure any bridges
across the Rhine River left intect in +hat area. The break-through
came in the vicinity of Klingenminster, Germeny, and the Combat
Command moved rapidly Bastward TO Rohrbach, Cersany. hen the
%eadiné battery ("A" Btry.) reached the Western edge of the town,
: . o migsion, and, within 4 minutes, was 11 pogltlon

Gy cne - tenk guns. The efxectlvenesgpqw§$
oon was atfested for the next day Whequekfr\.~
ery Piece'.knocked out and two flack "“uns e
we arrivdd in Bellheim, Germeny, where 1
84 on the other side of the 53\
%' Mereh 1945, we fired over !
gu%;ﬁégsonary demonstration conducted

L’ oy

e town of Hatten, France, occu- ° !

during the month of Januarye
scene of one of the most bitter
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Narrative History, lonth of lLiarch 1945 (Cont'd)

by VI Corps to cover the XV Corps crossing of the Rhine River.
On lerch 26 the battalion reverted to Division Artillery control
and left for o Division assembly area at Dierbach, Germany,
where we remsined until the end of the month making preparations
t0 cross the Rhine River.

Total Number of Rounds Fired for the Period - 8.284.

Total lumber of Prisoners Captured for the Period - 5 Officers

(&
HOWARD T. GRABER, JR./
Tt bt sn Bedey |
Historian.

Incls:
Chronological Calendar, lonth of liarch 1945.
S-2 Report, lonth of March 1945.
S§-3 Report, lMonth of March 1945. il 1
Promotions, Officers and Enlisted llen, Month of March 1945.
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 HEADQUARTERS
500TH ARMORED FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO 446 U. S. Army

CHRONOLOGICAL CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
MONTH OF MARCH

Hazuenau Sheet, 1/50,000

1 March 1945 Bn. located in the following positions:

Bn. Hgs., FDC, and Comm. Sec. — Ettendorf,
France (Q 888-235)
Hqg. Btry. - Lixhausen, ¥rance (Q 863-217)
WA" Btry. - Ringendorf, France (Q 872.57-230.96)
n"g" Btry. - Ettendorf, France (Q 887.08-232.94)
n@" Btry. — Ringendorf, France (Q 878.95-228,.00)
Serv. Btry. - Wickersheim, Frence (Q 852-205)
. Bn. Meint. - Lixhausen, France (Q 863-217)

A11 105mm Howitzers calibrated.

Bn. in general support of CC3, 14th A.D.

Missions fired — 1 observed (calibration) - 5 un-

observed: harassing - 88 rds. expended - 15 M-T's

firing.

2 March 1945 No change in position.

Wissions fired - 19 observed: 4 @.0.P.) person-

nel, 5 (G.0.P.) registration, 8 ¢.0.P.) propa-

ganda, 2 (G.0.P.) registration check - 3 unobser—
ved: harassing - 174 rds. expended - 16 1-T's

At 1200, Bn. placed in direct suiport of CCB.

firing.

Coordinates of 0:P.'s = No. 1.(Q 913%3-2510)
No. 2 (Q 9263%-2760)
Wo. 3 (Q 9049-2642)
No. 4 (Q 9064-2575)
No. 5 (Q 9085-2811)
No. 6 (Q 93%26-2655)

3 March 1945 No change in position.

Red alert at 1400 - All clear at 1420.

Missions fired - 24 observed: 13 propasganda, 1 re-
sigtration, 1 vehicle, 8 personnel - 9 unobserved:
4 harassing, 4 T.0.T., 1 smoke screen - 287 rds.
expended - 15 M-7's firing.

4 March 1945 INo change in position.

lission changed to direct support of CCA, 14th A.D.
Migsions fired - 18 observed: 5 (G.0.P.) personnel,
1 1.G. & mortar, 1 armored vehicle, 2 defensive
registration, 1 enemy 0.P., 8 propaganda - 5 unob-
served: 2 T.0.T., 3 defensive fires = 120 rds. ex-
vended - 16 li=7's firing.

4]



DECLASSIFIED

Authority NIND 7 35\

! ;
Chronologicel Caleadar, lonth of liarch 1945, (lont'd)

5 March 1945 No change in position.
1Hissions fired — 12 observed: 5 (¢.0.P.) person-
nel, 1 (¢.0.P.) registration, 2 (¢.0.P.) propagan-
da, 4 (G.0.P.) defensive registrations - 4 unobser—
ved: harassing - 173 rds. expended - 16 I-T7's fir-

ing.

6 Iarch 1945 1o change iun positionm.
Missions fired - 14 observed: 10 propagenda, 4 per-
sonnel anti-tank, - 4 unobserveds T.0.T. - 91 rds.
expended - 16 1-7's firing.

f 7 March 1945 No change in position.

ligsions fired — 6 observed: 1 (G.O.P.)_personnel,
2 (¢.0.P.) counter-battery, 3 registration checks-
2 ynobserved: 1 T.0.T., 1 harsssing — 110 rds. ex-

pended - 15 U=T's firing.

8 lMarch 1945 lio change in position.
Ceptain Adems, S8-3, promoted 60 Major as of 1
March 1945, per SO 60, Hgs. T7th Army.
Missions fired — T observed: 2 defiection regis-
tration; 1 mortar, 1/60.P.; 3 personnel - 6 unob-
served: 4 harassing, 1 T.0.T., 1 personnel - 80
rds. expended - 17 -7's firing.

:
5
g
-y
:
1

9 March 1945 No change in position.
Miggions fired - 11 observed: 3 personnel, 1 ve-
hicle, 1 0.P., 1 registration check - 9 unobser-
ved: 4 harassing, 2 T.0.T., 1 I.G. & mortar, 1

_ propaganda, 1 identification - 188 rds. expended -

i 16 M-T's firing.

10 March 1945 No change in position.
Missions fired - 4 observed: 2 personnel from
G.OsP., 2 M.G. & mortar - 8 unobserved: 2 harass-—
ing, 1 T.0.T., 5 propaganda - 85 rds. expended -
16 M=T7's firing.

11 March 1945 No change in position.
Wissions fired - 15 observed: 4 (G.0.P.) person-
nel, 4 M.G. & mortvar, 1 S.P., gun,; 3 regisbtration,
3 gereening - 4 unobserved: 3 harassihg, 1 T.0.T.,-
186 rds. expended - 17 1=7's firing.

12 March 1945 No change in position.
Red alert at 1755, all clear at 1810.
Missions fired - 11 observed: 6 personnel, 1 I.G.,
2 registration, 2 counter-battery - 2 unobserved:
harassing - 145 rds. expended - 16 -T's firing.



13 larch 1945

14 liarch 1945

15 March 1945

16 March 1945

17 March 1945

18 March 1945

19 liarch 1945
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Chronological Calehdar, Month of larch 1945, ({(Cont'd)

No change in position.

lissions fired - 8 observed: 6 (%.0.P.) personnel,
2 (G.0.P.) registration - 9 unobserved: 4 herass-
ing, 1 T.0.T., 1 armored vehicle, 3-M.G. & mor-
tars - 174 rds. expended - 16 M-T7's firing.

No change in position.

Ifissions fired - 8 observed: 1 (G.0.P.) persomnnel,
4 (G.0.P.) vehicle, 2 (G.0.P.) armored vehicle, 1
I.G. & mortar (G.0.P.) — 1 unobserved: harassing -
69 rds. expended - 17 M-7's firing.

Bn. left positions, 1200, and arrived Pfafenlioffen,
France, (Q 910-272) 1245. Distance traveled - 5
miles.

Bn. went into pesition to sup port fires ‘of 133
F.A. Bn., 36th Inf. Div. - gtill under Div. Arty.
control 14th A.D. '

Missions fired: 3 observed: registration (G.0.P.),
4 unobserved: harassing - 72 rds. expended - 17
M-7's firing.

o change in position. _
Missions fired - 5 unobserved: preparations - 370
rds. expended - 18 M-7's firing.

Bn. left Pfafenhoffen, France, 1630, and arrived

at Eberbach, France, (Q 986-346) at 1800. Dis-
tance traveled - 9 miles.

Missions fired - 3 observed: registration (A.0.P.)-
6 unobserved: 1 preparation, 5 Bingo - 287 rds.
expended - 18 M-7's firing.

Bn. left Eberbach, Frence, 0530, and arrived at
Hatten, Prance, (R 175-33%6) 1200, and went into
position.

Distance traveled - 17 miles. "B" Btry. left
column at Surbourg, France, (R 083-347) and became
attached directly to 501st AFA Bn.

Bn. in direct support of CCA, 14th A.D.

"AY Btry. in position at gR 185-328)

"G" Btry. in position at (R 192-324)

Bn. left Hatten, France, 1800, and proceeded to-
ward Oberlauterbach, France. Roads very congested.
One German prisoner captured.

Bn. arrived at Oberlasuterbach, France, (R243-389)
0500 and went into position. Distance traveled-
6 miles. No vehicular or personnel casualties.
mAM Btry. in position at (R 2385-3884)

"C" Btry. in position at (R 2388-3884)




Chronological

19 larch 1945
(Cont'd)

20 lMarch 1945

21 llarch 1945

22 March 1945

SRR

23 march 1945

DECLASSIFIED '
Authority ﬁND ASS)

v/

Calendar, Month of March 1945, (Cont'd)

Missions fired - 7 observed: 6 A.O0.P.,. 1 rocket
sun, (A.0.P.), - 1 unobserved: rocket gun - 84
rds. expended - 18 M-T7's firing.

Two German vehicles captured in Schleithal, France.

o change in position.

lHigsions fired — 9 observed: 1 registration (4.0.P.),
1 A.T. gun (A.0.P.), 1 pillbox (A.0.P.), 1 personnel,
(6.0.P.), 2" armor (G.0.P.),. 5 pillboxes (G.0.P.) -

18 unobserved: 3 preparation, 2 harassing, 8 rocket
guns, 2 propaganda, 3 smoke screen, 1037 rds. ex-
pended - 18 M-T7's firing.

No change in position.

Vissions fired - 2 observed: 1 rocket gun (A.0.B.),
1 pillbox (G.0.P.) — 22 unobserved: 14 preparation,
1 interdiction, 2 Bingo, 2 personnel, 2 counter-
battery, 1 vehicle - 813 rds. expended - 18 M-T's
firing. :

No change in position.

Missions fired - 1 observed: registration check
(A.0U.F.) — 15 unobserved: preparations - (8u rds.
expended - 18 w~7's firing.

sn. attached to GCB, and placed in direct support
of 19th A.T.B. and 47th Tk. ©Bn.
sn. left Schlieithal, france, U6oo, crossed German
frontier, 0700, and arrived at Rohrbach, Germeny,
(R 289-598) at 1800. Distance traveled - 28 miles.
Roads littered with enemy egquipment, vehicles,
dead horses and werman soldiers. Weather was very
clear.
18t Lt. oohn C. Parvin promoted to Captein as of
16 March 1945, per SO 75, Hags. 7th Army.
Prisoners captured: "B" Btry. - 106 EM.

Serv. Btry. - 3 EM, 3 Officers.
At Klingenmuster, Germany, Bn. passed throuzh el-
ements of 103rd Inf. Div. consisting of 2 compan-
ieg of Medium Tanks, 1 company of Light Tanks,
plus 1 battalion of Infantry.
Higsions fired - 10 observed: 1 personnel (A.0.P.),
2 registration (A.0.P.), 3 personnel (G.0.P.), 1
M.G. & mortar, 1 smoke screen, 2 A.T. guns (G.0.P.),
1 unobserved: preparation - 355 rds. expended - 18
M-T's firing.

24 Maerch 1945 Bn. left Rohrbach, Germeny, 0705, and arrived

Bellheim, Germeny, (R 401-659) 1630. Distance tra-
veled - 12 miles. '
lissions fired - 10 observed: 1 registration
(¢.0iP.), 5 personnel, 1 harassing, 3 A.T. guhs -
18 unobserved: 1 counter-asttack, 14 harassing, 2

A.T. gung, 1 interdiction - 825 rds. expended -

|
*;
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Chronological Calendar of Events, llonth of liarch 1945 (Cont'd)

24 March 1945 18 N-T's firing. ¥
(Cont'd) Prisoners captured: "B" Btry. - 103 EM, 2 Officers
Serv. Btry. — 51 EM !

25 March 1945 No change in position.
Missions fired - 9 observed: 6 personnel (G.0.P.),
1 ammo dump (G.0.P.), 1 flack gun (G.0.P.), 1 reg-
igtration (A.0.P.) - 4 unobserved: 1 personnel, 3
harassing - 369 rds. expended - 18 M-7's firing.

26 March 1945 Bn. released from CCB, 14th A. D., 0800, and re-
verted to Div. Arty. control.
Missions fired - 2 observed: 1 pillbox (G.0.P.),
1 personnel (G.0.P.) - 24 unobserved: preparation -
1132 rds. expended - 18 I-7's firing.
Bn. left Bellheim, Germany, 1530, and arrived at
Dierbach, Germany, (R 240-539) at 1730. Bn. re-
joined 14th A.D. at 1800. Distance traveled -
18 miles. Roads zood except for by-passes at
two blown bridges. Weather fair.

In
i
¥

27 March 1945 Bn. in Assembly Area under Div. Arty. control, é
doing maintenance work on vehicles. &

28 lzrch 1945 No change in position or atatus.

29 March 1945 No change in position or status.

;: 30 March 1945 No change in position or status. |
‘ Tec 5 Menthei, "A" Btry., died of wounds received
in action on 22 March 1945.

31 Mgrch 1945 To change in position.
Div. alerted for movement across Rhine River to
en assembly area, vic. Darmstadt, Germany.
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5-2 Intelligence Summary of Operations for the Period lst to Zlst March 19k5,
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The Battalion was in action from the 1st t-o the 26th of March,

I,

Inemy Troops: General

A, Prisoners of War taken during the period indicated that a good ma.;jority
of their men were only teo willing to surrender if the opportunity
presented itself, Commanders were reported to have threatened violent
action against the femilies of deserters, Personnel attempting to desert
were to be shot by their fellow soldiers. Anyone captured uninjuréd was
congidered a deserter. Troops whose home communities hed been overrun
by the sllies, especlally Poles, were relieved from frontline units in
order to curb the mumber of desertions. Allied propagands broadcasts
brought favorable resulis, especially after the allied offeneive in the
northyest had begun. Due to the immense devistation of enemy communicstion
facilities iy rear areas by our air force, supplies and troops were moved
vith great difficulty. Food and gasoline were meager in mantity, also
largely due to strategical bombing., Egquipment was poor end morale reached
a2 low ebb in most units. Replacements were few and nearly all known '
enemy units were identified in the line, Few, if any, reserve units were
available to meet increased pressure, Shifting of troops slong the front
was done in an attempt o slow the tide of the allied advance.

II, Action in the Vicinity of Haguensu,

111,

A, Terrain: £ p _ ‘

1. Rolling terrain crouod. by numerous stresms. Principsl defense line

mede use of the Moder River and the Haguensm Woods,
B, Obatacles:

1. Tnemy defended his lines with emplacements, bunkers, and machine-gun

positions which were enlarged and improved during the lull in activity.
C. Artillery:

1. Enemy artillery fire was generally light with uttlo more than haragsing
fire from various caliber wespons being encountered, Ammunition supply
was critical.

D, Patrols:

1, Patrols were frequently encountered, Their primary mission was to take

prisoners, Inemy outposts were slert and semsitive to our patrols.
W, Tnemy Reactions:

1, Enemy was content te hold the ground that he still had control of. Most
of his time was spent in preparation for the expected allied offensive
in this sector, The line wae largely held by elements of the 36th and
47¢h VG Divisions,

Action in the Vieinity of Wissembourg.
A, Terrain:
1. Bolling terrain with hesvily wooded areas ancl the Lemter River which
afforded excellent lines for defemse, The enemy fell back to the Siegfried
Line after increase of allied pressure snd with the threat of flank
attadc by the Third Amy from the northwest,
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B. Obgtaecles: .. .o ‘bosad afeoe veul SREH S
1, Fnemy defended in successive delaying positions. E] eborate entrench-
ments in extrem_e,l_yvgqo@":r‘az_ltage points were utilized by the enemy.
Extensive minefields), rosd craters, and road-blocks were used to ;
impede cur advance. Booby treps slso beceme HOIe DRMEIOUS...pow o=y

bt i s? e A 4

e e AT AT TE TR i WA e 035 - 7/ T e
1, Enemy let loose with heavy concentrations of artillery and nebelwerfer

" “fire as he "'f'oixig’ﬁtda delaying action, Sq}f_‘_-é':@ggi_le,g_ma were 1efh e
v Yehind while the slower _mgﬁ.ins._vghi.chgg_l_wre “moved back -to~the “Siegfried -

s s e i

albune ! held to a miniman. o1 rREDRTRY 3 L :.:'.'
anile: weD. Enemy Reactlons: ' Arensilg

1. Tnemy dropped beck to successive delaying posltions employing every
asil Lratt g means possibleito slow our advance, ‘$ms gaining more time to
aTaeuive ”._n-,syma;g;'mply depots and troops. “though troops were well trained
S S b 8RR -+ they were ready %o surrender after only moderate resistance. “Thelr
HATE B ol co'mpanies were far understrength wvith few replacements coming in,
i At dun#® The majority of the troops resl ized that ‘anyafurther iresistance was
Lyngagitiie -useless and would orly bring on more casuslties. :
L1t ol Summarys : ‘ rrévasenes :
. 1. Pemetration of the Siegfried Line weis" agcomplished upon the with-
drawel of enemy troops hastened by threat from their flanks with the
wi.Bigtion repld advance of Third Ammy armor and’infentry from the no rthwest. |
3 wasllegsonuBapld follow=up gnd penetration of the: flceing troope’towards the |
Rhine was accomplished and’thousands vere made prisoners of war. |
The German Army suffered a major defeat'se fhe Sevénth and Third,

f

3 %

o
; ¥ .
Jakg W

Armies mopped up the entire areé west of the Rhine, W'y I

|
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500th Armored Field Artillery Bnas
MONTHLY FIRE MISSION REPORT

for '

Mareh 1945

CHESE

~ OBSERVED MISSIONS

UNOBSERVED MISSIONS

Type Zir OsFs  Galelo 413e
Personnel ‘ 4 1 67 anparation 63
Vehicles : 6 Hardssing 60
Armor T Interdictien 2
Registration 17 R Aedae e d B 0 J o 1 il
Defensive Registration 16 Counter-Battery 10
Counter-Battery e TR [k 17
Smoke Sereen L4 “Bingo P! T
AT Guns 1 6 MeGo'® & Mortars 4
Propaganda - _ 41 Armor L
Pillboxes . .. 1 . s 'Propaganda 8
M.Go)s & Mortars 20 smoke Sereen 4
OsPo's 5 Personnel 4
Calibration . 1 C/A's 2
Miscellaneous 1 - D ‘pefensive Fires z
i S 194 AT Guns
; Tdentification i

AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE:

M54
107

%533_

M60

TOTAL:

o =g

8142 Rdse

Prop 154

!:gl
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HEADQUARTERS
500TH ARMORED FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APO 446 U, S Army

’ 9 April 1945

The following is a2 list of promotions of Officers and
Enlisted Men for the month of March 1945, in this unit.

Captain Maurice D. Adams, 020#434,’Fie1d Artillery, pro-
moted to Major, 1 Marech 1945.

1st Lt. John C. Parvin, 01178283, Field Artillery, pro-
moted to Captain, 16 March 1945.

Pvt., William Roy 33800169; promoted to Technician Fifth
Grade, 1 March 1945, ﬁattery Ma .

Pfe Cranston F. Jones, 36284486, promoted to Corporal,
1 Mareh 1945, Battery "B",

Pfe Francis X. Preuns, 33406341, promoted to Technieian
Fifth Grade, 8 March 1945, Battalion Headquarters.

Pfc Walter H. Fullerton, 39903886, promoted to Corporal,
16 March 1945, Service Battery.

Pfe Frederick Keene, 39547054, gromoted to Technieian
Fifth Grade, 16 Mgrech 1945, Service Pattery.

T/5 Jonn D. Secash, 32584595, promoted to Techniclan
Fourth Grade, 16 March 1945, Headquarters Battery.

ey T Hrabian,

HOWARD T, GRABER, JR,
18t Lt., F. A,,
Historian.
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Narrative ﬂinmury,‘>antu of April 1945, (Cv = O

. Tour days tle time was spent on repulr and weintesance of fpter-—
inle This wres parked the beginuing of « proceamion, which now
geemy as 1f it will mever end. The return by fost, blevele and
waaon. 0f the miliions of emuleved psoples to their native lands,
On this phase of ihe Urive the imitmlion took 289 prisonesre.

Beturning, to setion the Jatialion was 2iain apeished e
direet puppert oi the GBth AuI.l., 2nd on 12 April crossed the .
Mein River. Ae our solumns penotrated desper 1uto the redoubt
there was a great increuse of enemy netivity, with our AA orews

- downing two Focke ¥olf 190's pud sooring aevaral other possivles.
n $he night of the 14 April enemy air activity wes spain heayy
with our golumns Lirst sxposed Ly eheny Cflures and ther strafed
and bembed, The Hat.mliok fired thoussnds of rousfda #% the

" Planes with no imuediate effect, but in o few minutss out of the
wooda oame o sroup of T4 105 troops lined up in calumm of twos,
sarrying a white flay ar their suidon, They had vesn frightened
out by the beavy 4A Tire. The Division's obJective had been t2
eut the autobabn leading into furesburg, and this wan pooonpliish-
ed on 15 Apzil 1945. . S0 a) : S

o Un 16 April, Capt. Uilltam B. ftlee, who had Been WIA sinee
4 April, esceped from als eaptors, the 2nd Panser Division, and
returned %o the Vatialion that morning. At 2000 that sae dayy
while msking another recos slsvente, Uapte Rice and hia vehicle
party were aumbushed. ¥e aguin fell into enemy bande, with his -
vehicle destroyed snd he himsel? reported wounldsds he rémain-
der of tlie party led Ly Cppt. Rzra Newman, funayed to emempe snd
returned to the Jatialion, A ; : ol

Un 1€ Aprll & report was received fro@ disher Hesdgquarédsrs
that the enmey wns prepuring to counter-atisek with at least
three divipions on the line extendin; from Neumstrkt to Peusht.
Ordexs were to hold our pusitions using all avedilable wenpons,
The Sstimlion was in position at. Grubb and established & very
strong perimeter defense. Our guns at tines were firing at
Coupesses that varied ¥200 miles from one misgion to the next,

O} on our ht flenk received. the brunt of the ensny attack,
which 11 repulamed lessening the imoedinte danger. A4 ons tine
one htitcr{ was Tiring in s cppomite dirootthna_ai the astdne
time and though organised resistance in sbreng thidTuanhed our

combot comuand was continually haresced by sma’'l pockete of
fanatical 85 men. The rank and Tile of the Jermen Army ot this

tine appeared te bhe quitd willing $o0 quit when Given the oppo
tunity, but the 88 troope apperred as equnlly determined to

fi:8% to the bitler eund. : A

In the asction at Heumnrkt, Gyt, Varven -Stevenson, was

iously wounded mnd Lty forman Jahnke pli htly wounded when the
house they were ualng Tor an OF wis hit Ly an themy AF shell.

On this day the datislion 0%t in some efrfsetive fire Xnockine

out snemy tanks, a personiel ¢ rrier; several eneny mortsrs snd ’..

& nunber of enti-tank cuns, The e%talion mlso lired wmany aigne-

f ions on enemy personnsl with sood sffeot obperved in ench cuse. w

J Fellewin: thls action the division was put inte she 1I1I

| Cerpes of the Fnird Army. The Suttellon was myain put in direct

support of the OOBh Asleis Our alssion was to roteet the lert l

flenk OF the ‘iviaton mmd %0 geise nll erossings on the Dasuve S/

River, The colum wan iuto Tievce resistancs, The battndion 'of

wes called upon for many fipe Wigeione with enemy pereoniel, ii

<o ol




DECLASSIFIED |
Authority ND q7'55<5\\

T~

|
|
|
|

Rl

g F’ C ﬁ i‘iw ﬁ




DECLASSIFIED '
Authority NO ‘735@\‘!7

E—_ LT - w - - -z - .
.. . -
CITOBILUTEGAD Gl A
f} { .4.5 ﬁ' 1 IJJ o 1 pry N j,.sw ,,..u’l.. . "_-} ’ '. "“.'LJ.E'”JL;

":.)D 446 Yo e NTDY

AN O™ ATRIY 1940

te "0 7% Blgmhoch, cCovnany, &b 1990 99 jﬂfom 1345 e
‘.a’,'ru'e& ot Adodhord, oroony, ot $U50, 1 Apwil 1045.
200nds am& ?Owﬁjﬁ?"ﬁu&t Caobocee troveied 109 rmileo.
e whm Polieved Tyl ﬂ%cz to VI wvornG, TUh ApmY,

oo ovme undep condrol the x‘.“é’ C@sﬁ‘@)@@ FRdA ;amy,

o on ateha 144 WOL&“ o

1 Lopdd 1945 Sne 1ol : 1cl*'“ L :“7“3 i widd, 0roo: cd tan ,
.l ' ’L—S\J‘f"@ .IVQ@ ot \J@” i arpiiad vl Lhenlian "‘9 T AN TN

-

5t 1049 Lintrnoo trovoleld - Y ":il TLM
2 by growy pdonen 0% G5 Lhe SAGLLE
FOe @omﬂde&.

9 arpad 1045

i

e
ubo A:‘ﬂ“"

Loy and Fe Joun Yo doandnk

e left  dlenthal, ooz ‘;, grrived at  rone
any e 0% 100 -

yrei, 0. fnnyy a6 153ue %urirmﬂ Al Lo
TR wm..u 43 Lo 1'2 v

3 u.gril 13¢5 ¢ 13250
' fErgoncg -0
4-;‘@&0 _M:D TTE
houptone VCINRLFe CT 1V4wa J&m%“hﬁe
Z3lede '
kduﬁﬁi@ﬂd G A )
gy AT e 20098«00800
atpy CA5 = C10U=5095 : -
Sbey 0T e 21T0eN005 » _
He g lgl 230y = 1 (u=il8v

WRCED0nens

2% Lobvhaupbend
.Jqs.» wq TRy - d@iuw?12»
g ey 0 e CPT3=0102
”ﬁwv VIFT e ?%fT 107
ey YO - 2465-7121 | ‘
il @ﬂ“ﬂi@'ﬁfﬂ j’j‘w:ﬂ, o Obpel yindd ﬂ-a i ToDeloy KJ@&W@I )
. 1 TolleTay Halleey = HOUNAD mmﬁ@auw@ e By 16 ¥
A £ivdnge -

m"' Ry wm -t

'$v”'11l 1445

e ﬂ w 3 oLy uK‘Pwﬁ ¥ elew tiTia iy 2
MG e L 0l gy LoeTr D

';y,l-’?”"jﬂ'? - 1 z.»ii! 4:’.&’ ‘[‘_Lm

s £ e L R




DECLASSIFIED
Authority (NSO 735‘5\‘{7 '

ST o RN

o R AT /G

— 3
g - —~

Ohronn;0;1eal Calender, Nomth 6f April 1945 (Cont'd)

5 April 1945 Dn. in poeition at dad srockeveu, Cermany. -
At 1030, Niry's "A" mnd "5" moved to Bruckensu, Gere
Sany. At 1200 remainder of battelion move. :
ensu. Ristonce treveled = 2 miles.
Posltions at Oruckensus
Btry "A" - 4598-9154
Btry "B" - 4542-9144
ftry "0" - 4554-9160 ; _
Missions fived ~ G observeds 2 G.0sFPey AT juas, 2 0,0.,P,
SP juns, 2 AsUsFey 3P puns. Unobeervedt 4 harassing
3 counter—batiery. 506 rds. expended -~ 16 I-T'!_riring.

6 April 1945 ©mn left Bruckenaw at 0900, srrived Oberriedemburyg,
, (5144=5349) at 0930. 8n moved to Oberbmeh (5300-9700)
erriving at 1630, Distinee traveled 6 miles.
Migsions fired - 6 ohserved: 1 G.D.Ps rngiatrution. 4
Ta0sPe counter-batieryy 1 Ga0sFey Felole 252 rde, ox-
pended - 17 B=7's Piring,

o*g-.
00T Aprdil 1945 Bn left Oberbach st 0500, arrived Bendlorenzmen ut 1800.
‘ Distance traveled - 19 miles. ‘ ‘
Bn under continuel rocket and sniper fire. Lt, M,0,
Turner, KIdy /5 J.Bs Rossi, WIA at Bendloresnsen.
- Nispions fired - G observeds 4 Fs0.Pe rogistrotion, -
1 GuQaFey rooket gun, 1 AsOsPs rooket gun, 2 unobser-

ved 1 rocket gun, 1 hersssiung. 108,388 expended - 16
N=T's Tizinge ri ] _

® Aprid 1945 Ko chenge in position,
9 April 1945 No change in position.
10 April 1945 5o chenge in position, |

ﬂ' 1 Ap111'19‘ _ orensen at 1630, arrived at Trappetads
g N e e evared St ke

|
” B ~ Bn etill under gontrol of "OCAY .

b9 demit 4 stadt at 0600, arrived at Dorinzetads
‘ i f;,%;f?g§§§’:§'1sjo.' Distance traveled - 39 nilen,

b 13 Apre) 1945 | rinzabadt ot 1300, orossed Main River at
[ e : ' :;gé:r:ng':;i ved at sweisdor? (35=6100) at 0130, 14

’ IR . Distance traveled s 2% milen, :
-I a;::::‘:g‘gmd - 2 oheerveds 1 G.0,F,, AT g‘.. 1 0.0,F,
j ro,intration - 41 rds expended ~ 17 NeT'a fivdng,

f 14 Aprdl 1945 left Swelisdorf at 0630, arrived at Drosendort,
| Y 0490-3300) at 1420,  Pie traveled -~ 15 miles,

15 Aprdl 194580 left Drosendorf at 0600, srrived Leopoldetein (31609
6328) at 2200, Distinoe traveled - 28 milea,
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HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "A" ;
14TE ARMORED DIVISION, APO 446
: U, S, ARMY
CHK/nrb
30 Mgreh 1945

SUBJECT: Appreeiation of Support Rendered.
LR Oomnanding Offieer, 14th Armored Division Artillery,
- T i b

THRU : Commgnding General, 14th Armored Division, APC 446,
Uo S, Amo :

1« Combat Command A has now fought several setions in whieh
1t has had the direet suprort of a part or all of the 14th
’ Armored Division Artillery. The most reeent battle walqggnt for
? the penetration of the SEIGFRIED LINE, near KAPSWEYER, MANY,

2. I wish to take this means of msking of reeord that the
eooperation of yourself, staff snd battalion eommanders has been
complete amd of highly profieient eharseter. The organization
of your artillery fires, the eommuniestions to effeet prompt &
delivery, the distribution of your liasison offieers and forw:r
observers to insure eoodination amd eertainty of results, l“t
the generous attitude of your representstives at my hll‘ﬁﬂl? ers,
have met my fullest expeetations of fine artillery suppert for
the taetiesl operations of Combat Command A.

30 ° ° ° ° °

' cp ’Q ‘“1't“
‘ ) G u
Col., CCA
Comdg.
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Authority NIND 7 35\
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AG 201,22 (@) 18t Ind. _ Jpm
(30 Mgr 45 - A Ernniatiou of Suggert Rendered)
NRADGUARTARS 140 ARMORED DIVISION, APO 446, U, S, Army, 4 April

1945, _
20: Commanding Offieer, 14th Armored Division Artillery.

The Commending General is pleased to transmit this letter of
eormendation and to add his personal eommendation for the
outstanding work of all artillery units in the Pivision,

BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL SMITH:

/s/ ¥i11ism C, Golden
‘/a/ WILLIAM C, GOLDEN
I't.b COIQ’ AO ﬂ'. Do
Adjutant General.

 AG 201,22 (G) 2nd Ind. |
(30 Mpr 45)-(Apgro¢1ation of Suggort Rendered) .
 HEADQUARTERS 14TH ARMORED DIVISION ARTILLERY, APO 446, U. S, Army.

'1'0! xq, Btr’.’ ‘99. 500’ 501 A. r. A. h..

1. The Artillery Commander is plessed to note this letter
of sporecistion and the commendation by the Commanding Gemeral
eontained therein and desires that the eontents of this letter
be made known to all members of your eommand at the earliest
| opportunity. _ ,

2, I further take this appertunitg to make kmown to you
‘that the VI Corps Commander snd the VI Corps Artillery .
Commgnder have eseh stated that in their belief the artillery
of this Pivision is the egual of sny artillery that had been
under their eommand, ;

/8/ Mauriee K, Kurtz
/t/ MAURICE K KURTZ
Colonel, FA
Gomuuiu.

i
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AG 201.22 (@) 3rd Ind.

0 - Appreciation of Support Rendered) | '
n%nngﬁfnggns 553§I,Annonmnrlzng ARTILLERY BATTALION, APO 446,

U, S, Army, 11 April 1945.
T0: A1l Battery Commanders.

9. I wish you would bring to the attention of all members
of your r..pootiva batteries the above sommendations.

2. I would also like to add my eonmendstion at this time,
te each offiesr and enlisted man for the splendid and cutstand.
ing performanee of this battalion during the last operation.

&Ss:‘ J|/ MURTHA,
uadorl ® A.'

ommanding.

M

-,
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Authority ﬁﬁ'g‘f% kSN

ADABUAATT RS
SIKTH ARWY ORUP .
VINE OD THE CnCCAdBLEC GRuniak
APQ 73

' 27 llareh 194%.
SUBJECT: Comacndation. | |
70 : Comanding Goneral, VI COTps,iPO 46, U. 8.army.

"hnUs Concanding General, Heventh Arny, ARD 758,
U¢ 8 o fkmy o

In reviewing the operations of the Geventh
Army for the past 12 davys, I once again wish to exrresa to you
and your gallaat troops 3y apprzeiation for the cutstanding job
vhich they have donc. o8 0RO of the tried andéd nroven vsteran
Corps of our .rmy you Lave again dononstrated your sareririty
ovor the enemy, You nave odded opother victory to your already
well xnown campaigne of Salerno, Anzio qa1d. Jouthern France.

on 15 arch you were ordered to attack the

Cerman defeasive positions along the loder River qad, coatinuiag

that attack, breach the Jeizfried iine. with the 3 BIa aand C36

‘£ the 5 DB attached, you goon cleared the city of Hagonau a0d

by 48 aroh had captured Lauferbours. ‘Tissembourg fel to your
foroes oa 19 aroh., Tagsk Fovrce ! nsabert, including the llied
forces already attachedto ycu, was formed n ¢he 19th. The VI ,
Gorps eontinued ite attack and by °° Lareh haod breached the Seig-
fried Line. In oo peration -ith the other Corps of the Sevanth
army aaG the Third Lrmy you then complated the m pring up 2€

the Jaar tocket and closed to the Rhinge diver.

. Jo suoh 4ifficult operation could have deen
cozpleted in so short a time had 1% not been for the hriliiant
ieadersiilp and sound arplication of tactical priaciples by you
and your cop anders and tio efllcient exesution of orders by
your troops. i B

I desire that you express to every o ’icer and
man in the VI lorps, $acluding the attachod slided tro ps and
attached suprortiang tr.oro, oy siacere ayprecintion for your -asd
deeds and nmy complote zonfideace in you ia battles to ecous, I
411 alvays be proud to have $he VI vorpa 2@ part ov my ccmuaid.

/8/ ddoob L. Dovers
[t/ JACOB L BEVLNAS,
Lisutonoat General, U. S, ATHy
commanding.




DECLASSIFIED '
Authority [NISD 7 35

SR s B o,
H/L Hq Sixth Army Group 27 March 1945 Re: Commendation
AG 200.6-A \ 18t Ind. AMP/gwp

. HEADGUARTEAS SEVENTH ARMY, AP0 758, U. 5. Army, 39 March 1945,
T0: Comnanding General, VI Corps,iFd 46, U. 5. Army.

I wish to add my commsndation to that of the co.m-nanﬁiig
Censral, Sixth Army Group, and to express my comgratulations and
admitation for the magnificent aohiavunqnt of" the VI Corps.

/8/ A« . Pateh,
/%/ A. K. PATCH, :
Lieutenant Gemeral, U.3. Army,
Comnanding. :

AG 200.6 3o 74 Ind, _
HEADQUARTRAS VI CORFS, AFO 46, U, B. Army, 6 April 1945.

T0: The Mea and Ufficers of VI C rps amd Attached Troops.

: 1'- It gives me great phaam;c and pride to forward to you . '
the above Commendation from General Devers, Sixth Army Group
Commander, with added Commeadatiom from Licutenaat General Fateh,

'~ Seventh Army Commander,

P s/ Tadward H. Brooks, A
R

‘ f fm / EDWARD H. BROOKS
| dager Goneral, Us 8. ATy,
X bR : b < (W M‘Wt ?

2 1 - : ol 1% P
. ¥ V

AT 3rd Iad. : rh
r 19%! e.girncnstt{on . | kil i
’ - Q‘ mm ’ mﬂl, W m‘ '&'l mt
April 1645, e ¢ . . : S aigh

T : All Unit Commanders. ' {s 4
~ The Division Comwander desires that this commendation be
Egtng:t :a':ng attention of all persomnel at the sarliest prace
cable date, i

B ¥ COMSAND OF BRIGADINR GENERAL SHITH:

/8/ William G, Golden
/%) WILIIAM G, GOLDEN
Ltt 0‘1;, AQG'DQ'
Adjutant Oensral,

f 7 £ ' A. 2'




DECLASSIFIED
Authority NO ‘735‘3\-

/ fﬂ'
HEADQUARTERS
XV CORFS UNITED STATIS ARMY
Office of the Commanding General
‘ AFO 436, U,S. Army
AG 200.6 (A) - +8 April 1945
SUBJECT: Commendation. _
PO : Officers and Men of the 1V Corps.

1+ It is with utmost pride that I publish to you the
rollowins commendations from the Commanding Gemeral, Sixth
Army Group and the Com-anding Ueneral, Seventh Army, on the ,
Tecent accomrlisiments of the XV Corps. '

HEADQUARTE RS
SIXTH ARMY GROUP :
Office of the Oomnanding General i
bk APO 2% :
27 March 1945

SUBJECT; coumu_ntion.
T0 ¢ Commanding General, XV Corps.

- THRU: Commanding General, Seventh Army, APQ" 758,
U. 3, Army, . \

Since the moraing of 16 March, the XV Corps has achieved
Aev and magniricent successes. Aeting as the spearhead of the
Seventh Army's attack on that date, you launched a blow at the
enemy forces im your ssctor which resulted in the ultimate de~
Struction of the major part of two German Armies,

Un the second day of the attack you captured the heavi
fortified ecity of Bitohe, Uontinuing your advance you breacied
the Seigfried Line and on 20 March captured the cities of Zwie-
brucken and Homberg. In con unetion with the other Corpa of
the Seventh Army, and the Third Army, you completed the mopping
up of the Suar poeket, and olosed to the Rhine 2iver,

#ithout pause you crossed the Ahine established a rirm
bridgehend om the east hank. From that br dgehead the Sevent)
Army will be able to assist in launchiing the finel blow gt
Nazi Cermany, ! . . :

four astions have been bold, thoroughly tlnnnud, and effio-
iently executed, Tue sombination of hrilliasn leadershiy and
stalwart firhting mew has paid rion dividends.

1 am proud of theiV Corps aad I desire that you express to
your divisions, y ur Corps troops, and your servioce tro ps my -

| adnitntian and liusorp gratitude for a Job well done,

/8/ Jaocod L, Vevers
/%/3a008 L, dEvEng
Lieutenant Goneral, U,S, Army

Conmanding.,
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23 | DECLASSIFIED
A Authority NN 7 35\

. O ‘ |
‘ile AG 200.6 (A), subj: Commendation, dtd

Jitr Bq XY Corns,T
8 April 1945, (Comtld)

“AG 200.6-A st Iad. i ANP/Gwb

ARADAUABTERS SEYENTH ARMY, APO-758, U.S. Army, 31 Wared 1945
0  Gomsanding General, XV Corps, APO 436, U. 5. Army.

& Wi ddd m ‘odﬁmpndatiou'te.thnt'ér_tne‘Gonnnnding ,
Generiiwgggxtg ;rwy group, and to express my eoagratulatieas .
and aﬁiiratiol_for,thu‘mggpifinant aonieveqegt o;_the LV Corps.

- /8/ A+ MiPatoh
Lieutenant Gemeral, U, S. Army
: _ ' cquwﬁgdins;

2 ' sire t0 thank-rnﬂ\parnonaliy ror‘tha'splaadid |
.aeonpii.ﬁ.fﬁﬁio? every task assigned, Your ageressive gririt IR
and sutstandiang efrorts in contribufiag to the defent of the . 7 |
German forses oprosing the advance ol the XV Corps have done |
much towards the achievement of final wiatory. ;lw sincare

thanks and best wishes to ysw @ile .. . 0 ' 0 g .
/s/ tade H. Haislip
7%/ WAUE H. HAISLIF,
Major Geasral, U, d.Army
o S gonnanding.. - e

I’P'l'f’q '\gt - PR .;-;-,:';;,... : . : ‘- ; 7" : G gl il i

\ s S ot R b e \
70t Ses Distridution. e
‘ ) i u"..' ¥ - X ¢

The H;ilnjéﬁigdigir;ianxvciindi"tut; som eadation be
br°ﬁ§itﬁfl«tln$QStqpi on of all persoanel at the earliest
frao !—‘9‘1‘ m. .'.‘. T8 3 v | . " L - ‘

Y COMMAND OF BAIGADILS GRNUAAL SUTT:
e v B, Ay ?ﬁ/ % 1liam C, Golden

IAd Gl GOLLEN
" Iﬂt Uﬂl v" Auu’cng'.

| g;g?g;svrgﬂls A Bs i ' ¢oviig o Adjutant Generd
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DECLASSIFIED

Authority NND 735““7 -

S=2 Intelligence Summary of Operations fof the Period 1lst to 30th
April 1945,

The Battalion was in action from 1lst to 30th of April,

I. Enemy Troops: General

A. The number of prisoners taken for any one period reached a

new high during the month of April, Meny were captured after
putting up a last diteh sgand while others voluntarily sure
rendered after little or no resistance, Prisoners of War who
willingly submitted to capture frequently gave evidence thet
Several of their fellow soldiers wished to surrender also,

The sllied advance was so rapld that on several occasions
Prisoners were taken while eating and slweping. Germans, both
military and civilian, watched with emazement as allied troops
overran town after town., Not a few Nazi soldiers changed into
civilian clothing upon the approach of our troops. Many
Suspicious "ecivilians", upon being questioned, were discovered
to be in this category. Units were disorganized to such an
eéxtent that eny hope of regrouping was out of the question,
Due to the pounding of communication lines by our air force,
there was a major shortage of supplies, Movement of troops was
kept to a minimum due to lsck of gasoline and the hazards
involved, ' ok '

II. Action in Germany.

L]

A.Terrain:

l. Mountainous terrain with heavily wooded areas and numerous
streams which offered excellent barriers for daranse.:

B,Obstacles:

l. Elaborate entrenchments, pillboxes and dregons teeth caused
considerable trouble to the advence of our troopse The actual
crossing of the Rhine was accomplished with less difficulty
than antieipated. Once past the west wall, the defenses ene
countered were, for the most part, hastily built and lightly
defended. Each streem and each town were desigmed to be
delaying positions. Townspeople, under orders from the
military, assisted in the defense. These 80 called defenses
by the Volkstrum were usually overcome in short order, or
those not of militery age, the Hitler Jugend group was the
most dangerous. These fanaticel youngsters, still of shhool-
boy age, continued hostile acts after the older and Wiser men
realized that further resistence was futile.

CeArtillery:

l. Enemy artillery during the period wes generally light,
Ammunition supply was critical as was the means to transport
it. 4Allied plenes scored record Successes in knocking out all
means of transportation behind the lines. The Nebelwerfer
and Panzerfausts were used quite extensively in lieu of heavy
caliber weapons,

sla
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DECLASSIFIED
Authority ND 7353\

=

Penetration end breakthrough of the Siegfried Line

plus the crossing of the Rhine River gave new espects

to the Nazi soldier as to the fate in .store for him.

A major defeat was suffered by the Germen Army in the
Ruhr sector. Communication end rail centers fell one
after another. Armies linked up end trapped thousands
of Nezi troops in huge pockets, From the Rhine, east

to the Flbe, and south to the Denube the German Army
met defeat after defeat with little hope for a comeback.

%M//

1OUIS W. VASALY
gapt., I
g=2 5
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